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Personal adornment in the Blue Nile region, Sudan
Fawzi Hassan Bakhiet Khalid

Introduction 
This paper is an introduction to artefacts of personal adornment found in the area threatened by the 
raising of the Roseires Dam on the Blue Nile during the Roseires Dam Archaeological Salvage Project 
�5$'$63���)LJXUHV���DQG�����7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�OLPLWHG�FRPSDUDWLYH�HWKQRJUDSKLF�RU�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VWXGLHV�
in this region. Personal ornaments discovered at the RADASP sites were diverse and include lip-studs, 
nose-studs, beads, pelvic girdles (rahat?), necklaces, and bracelets. They were made from a variety of 
materials, both organic and inorganic, including different types of stone, ostrich eggshell, shells and mica. 
As such, this is an important contribution to the study of the region. Fieldwork was conducted in this area 
LQ������GXULQJ�WKH�SURMHFW��0DKPRXG��������([FDYDWLRQV�ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�D�WHDP�IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums (NCAM) with colleagues from the Blue Nile and Sennar States.1 
7KH�VXUYH\�FRYHUHG���NP�DQG����DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWHV�ZHUH�GRFXPHQWHG�EHWZHHQ�$]D]D�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�WR�
8P�'DUIID�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�����VLWHV�ZHUH�GRFXPHQWHG�RQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�1LOH�EDQN�DQG����RQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�EDQN��
The dam area is situated to the south of the city of Ad-Damazin, in the eastern savannah belt, an area 

� The team comprised Abdelhai Abdelsawi, Fawzi Hassan, Habab Idris, Amal Awad, Yasin Mohammed, Niema Sabil, Mohamed 
Tom, Ahmed Alsokari and Magdi Awad (NCAM), Mohammed from the Blue Nile State and Thigha Hassan from Sennar State.

)LJXUH����$UHD�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�WKH�UDLVLQJ�RI�WKH�5RVHLUHV�'DP�PDUNHG�LQ�EODFN��PRGLÀHG�IURP�81�������
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with high rainfall, and primarily consisting of alluvium and black soils. This region is used for agriculture 
and contains many types of trees including acacia (talh and hashab (Arabic)) and baobab (tabaldi (Arabic)).

'XULQJ�WKH������FDPSDLJQ�����VLWHV�ZHUH�DUFKDHRORJLFDOO\�LQYHVWLJDWHG�RXW�RI�WKH����VLWHV�SUHYLRXVO\�
LGHQWLÀHG�RQ�ERWK�1LOH�EDQNV��7KH�ZRUN�LQFOXGHG�FRPSOHWH�RU�WHVW�SLW�H[FDYDWLRQV��DQG�VXUIDFH�FROOHFWLRQV�

Work conducted at funerary and settlement sites

Funerary sites
7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�D�EULHI�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH������ZRUN�DW�WKH�VLWHV�RI�.LUPD��0DJDQ]D�DQG�
Abugemai (see Figure 2). 

526�(����%��.LUPD�YLOOJH�2

This site is located c.����P�WR�WKH�VRXWKZHVW�RI�526�(���$�DQG�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�E\�ORFDO�LQKDELWDQWV��,W�ZDV�D�
quarry that had been excavated by the local population for sand.  Articulated human bones were seen at 
D�GHSWK�RI����������P�LQ�WKH�SURÀOH�RI�WKH�TXDUU\��7KH�DUHD�LV�SDUW�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�ROG�SDUDOOHO�WHUUDFHV�RI�WKH�
Blue Nile, that were later cut by the valleys which drain into the Nile. There was no sign of superstructures. 

2  526�(�VLJQLÀHV�HDVW�EDQN��526�:�VLJQLÀHV�ZHVW�EDQN�

Figure 2. Distribution of sites ROS, Roseires Dam Archaeological Salvage Project 

(©Yasin Mohammed).
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The excavation of a small area to the east of 
WKH�TXDUU\�UHYHDOHG�D�FHPHWHU\�FRQWDLQLQJ����
burials, with inhumations at different depths. 
A grid was set to include the remains of the 
previously mentioned skeleton. The skeletons 
were found within one square measuring 20m 
[� ��P� �7��7���� �)LJXUH� ���� 2QH� LQFRPSOHWH�
inhumation was also recovered in a trench 
made by bulldozers, 650m to the south of this 
cemetery. The following is a brief description 
of each grave.

7RPE���
This skeleton was partly removed (the lower 
SDUW��IURP�WKH�TXDUU\�SURÀOH��7KH�XSSHU�SDUW�
was laid on a soft layer of sand, at a depth of 
450mm below the surface (see Figure 4). It 
was northwest – southeast in orientation and 
laid in an extended position, the head to the 
southeast, facing east, with arms and hands 
extended below the pelvis. Three ceramic 
bowls were in an upright position above the 
skull. 

Three personal ornaments accompanied 
the body.  One was a mushroom-shaped 
pendant  made of a decorated incised ceramic. 
It was found near the skull. Another was a 
cone-shaped lip-plug with a rounded base and 
pointed end. It was made of quartz and was 
found on the chest (Figures 5 and 6). A third 

ceramic ornament was found near the arms. It was also mushroom-shaped, decorated and perforated. 
Below the ceramic vessels, a concentration of red ochre was found. Traces of this were also found near 
the pelvis. 

Figure 3. Schematic diagram showing tomb distribution at 

526�(���%�

)LJXUH����6NHOHWRQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ERZOV�DQG�EHDGV��526����7� 

(© Magdi Awad).

Figure 5. Fired ceramic pendant 

VKDSHG�OLNH�D�PXVKURRP��526����7���
Figure 6. Stone lip-stud with pointed end 
�526����7���
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Tomb 2
Situated c.����P�WR�WKH�VRXWKHDVW�RI�7���WKH�VNHOHWRQ�ZDV�DW�D�GHSWK�RI����������P�EHORZ�WKH�VXUIDFH��7KH�
LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�RULHQWDWHG�QRUWKHDVW�²� VRXWKZHVW�DQG� ODLG�RQ� WKH�EDFN� LQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�SRVLWLRQ� �����P�
long), with the head facing west. The feet were placed over each other, the arms extended with the hands 
RQ�WKH�SHOYLV��)LJXUH�����$�URXQG�VWRQH�REMHFW��SRVVLEO\�D�OLS�RU�HDU�VWXG����PP�LQ�GLDPHWHU�DQG���PP�LQ�
ZLGWK�ZDV�IRXQG�QHDU�WKH�HDU��)LJXUHV���DQG�����/DUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�JODVV��VWRQH�DQG�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOO�EHDGV�
ZHUH�IRXQG�DURXQG�WKH�KDQGV��)LJXUH�����7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�IHPDOH��DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������\HDUV�ROG�

7RPE��
)RXQG�DW�D�GHSWK�RI�����P�EHORZ�WKH�VXUIDFH��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�ODLG�LQ�D�VRXWKHDVW�QRUWKZHVW�RULHQWDWLRQ�
�����P�ORQJ���ZLWK�WKH�KHDG�WR�WKH�VRXWKHDVW��7KH�KDQGV�ZHUH�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�SHOYLV������VWRQH�EHDGV�ZLWK�
DQ�DYHUDJH�GLDPHWHU�RI������PP�ZHUH�IRXQG�FOXVWHUHG�DURXQG�WKH�QHFN��)LJXUH�����

7RPE���������
At a depth of 0.50m below the surface, part of a skeleton, comprising articulated arms and part of a 
femur and pelvis were found extended in an eastwest-southeast orientation (c������P������P�LQ�OHQJWK���
7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�IHPDOH��RYHU����\HDUV�LQ�DJH�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�SRLQWHG�OLS�SOXJ�RI�TXDUW]��)LJXUH�
����

7RPE�����
$W�D�GHSWK�RI�����P�EHORZ�VXUIDFH��WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG��+XPDQ�ERQHV�LQFOXGHG�
part of the chest, and skull. One ceramic bowl was situated 50mm from the skull and red ochre was found 
QHDU�WKH�ERQHV��VHH�)LJXUH������$�VWRQH�OLS�VWXG�ZDV�IRXQG�QHDU�WKH�VNXOO��

7RPE�������
7KH� LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�XQFRYHUHG�DW�D�GHSWK�RI�����P��D� OHYHO�DERYH� WKDW� IRXQG� LQ�7RPEV����DQG�����7KH�
skeleton was orientated northwest-southeast with the head to the southeast side. The individual lay on 
their back in an extended position, with a slight bend of the head and chest, their left hand laid on the 
shoulder. The right hand was missing. One cylindrical stone lip-plug was found and there were traces of 
UHG�RFKUH�LQ�WKH�JUDYH��)LJXUH�����

7RPE�������
7KH� LQGLYLGXDO� OD\� RQ� LWV� OHIW� VLGH� LQ� D� VRXWKZHVW�QRUWKHDVW� RULHQWDWLRQ�� DW� D� GHSWK�RI� ����P�ZLWK� WKH�
KHDG� WR� WKH�QRUWKHDVW� IDFLQJ� VRXWK��$� VWRQH�"�� OLS�SOXJ�ZDV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH�JUDYH� �)LJXUH�����7KH�
GHFHDVHG�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�DQLPDO�VDFULÀFH��7�����7KH�DQLPDO�VNHOHWRQ��SRVVLEO\�D�JRDW�RU�JD]HOOH��
was disturbed with the head missing.

Site ROS W 15 (Maganza village)
7KH�VLWH�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�0DJDQ]D�YLOODJH��RQ�WKH�ZHVW�EDQN�RI�WKH�%OXH�1LOH��DERXW�����NP�IURP�WKH�WRZQVKLS�
RI� WKH� 5RVHLUHV� 'DP�5DLVLQJ� SURMHFW�� DQG� DERXW� ����NP� IURP�526�:��� 7KH� ORFDO� SHRSOH� LQIRUPHG� WKH�
DUFKDHRORJLFDO�WHDP�WKDW�VNHOHWRQV�DQG�SRWWHU\�YHVVHOV�KDG�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VHDVRQDO�ÁRRG�RI�
the Nile, when waves eroded the edge of the riverbank, uncovering many skeletons. The area was divided 
LQWR�JULG�VTXDUHV�GHVLJQDWHG�$�DQG�%��)LJXUH������

Square A
7KLV�VTXDUH�PHDVXUHG���P�[���P�DQG�ZDV�RULHQWHG�QRUWKZHVW�QRUWKHDVW��7KH�DUHD�FRQVLVWHG�RI�FOD\H\�
soil with some grasses and archaeological materials were found on the surface (potsherds and beads). 
7KH� VTXDUH�ZDV� H[FDYDWHG� WR� D� GHSWK� RI� ���PP� DQG� ÀQGV� LQFOXGHG� XQGHFRUDWHG� SRWVKHUGV�� D� VWRQH�
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)LJXUH����526����7���([WHQGHG�VNHOHWRQ��in situ. 

)LJXUH����5RXQGHG�VWRQH�DUWHIDFW��SUREDEO\�D�OLS�RU�

HDU�VWXG��IURP�526����7�.
)LJXUH����6WRQH�EHDGV�IURP�526����7��

)LJXUH�����/LS�SOXJ�VWXG��526����7���)LJXUH�����6WRQH�EHDGV��526����7��.
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)LJXUH�����6WRQH�OLS�SOXJ��526����7��� )LJXUH�����6WRQH�SHQGDQW��6TXDUH�$��

)LJXUH�����6NHOHWRQ�LQ�FRQWUDFWHG�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�VWRQH�OLS�VWXG��526����7����

)LJXUH�����/LS�SOXJ�DQG�VNXOO�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�OLS�SOXJ��526����7����
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)LJXUH�����6FKHPDWLF�GLDJUDP�VKRZLQJ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�VTXDUHV�LQ�526�:���

pendant DQG�EHDGV�PDGH�RI�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOO��)LJXUHV����DQG�����

Square B
Square B was located north of Square A on the edge of a quarry pit, from where local people used to 
H[WUDFW�VDQG��2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH�DUWLFXODWHG�SDUWV�RI�KXPDQ�VNHOHWRQV�DSSHDUHG��GHVLJQDWHG�7����PRVWO\�LQ�D�
poor state of preservation.

No burial shafts were found, due to the erosion of the surface by water. The deceased was possibly 
originally laid in a contracted position, oriented east-west, with the head to the west facing up. The body 
was accompanied by some personal ornaments including a necklace made of ostrich eggshell beads found 

)LJXUH�����(JJVKHOO�EHDGV��6TXDUH�$��
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around the neck and three quartz lip-plugs. A 
perforated silver-coloured amulet made of a 
ÁDW�VKHHW�RI�PLFD�ZDV�IRXQG�QHDU�WKH�QHFN�RI�
WKH�GHFHDVHG��VHH�)LJXUHV��������

Site ROS W9 (Abu Gomai village)
6LWH�526�:��LV�DERXW���NP�IURP�WKH�5RVHLUHV�
Dam Township, on the west bank of the Blue 
Nile near the Abu Gomai village. The site is 
elevated and comprises three small mounds 
�)LJXUH������6RPH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�ZDV�
sparsely scattered on the surface. It consisted 
mainly of undecorated sherds, lithics and a 
few beads. $���P�[���P�VTXDUH�ZDV�VHWXS�DIWHU�
taking contour measurements, and was then 
sub-divided into four 5m x 5m units designated 
$���$���$��DQG�$���)LJXUH�����

6TXDUH�:��$�
This square measured 5m x 5m and was located south of square A2. Some archaeological materials were 
found on the surface including pot sherds, lithics, and beads made of pottery and ostrich eggshell. A 
VHPL�FLUFXODU�VWRQH�IHDWXUH��PHDVXULQJ��P�[��P��DSSHDUHG��$�VLPLODU�IHDWXUH�ZDV�QRWHG�LQ�VTXDUH�$���7KH�
VTXDUH�ZDV�H[FDYDWHG�WR�D�GHSWK�RI���PP��$�VPDOO��P�[��P�WUHQFK��GHVLJQDWHG�+���ZDV�H[FDYDWHG�LQVLGH�
6TXDUH�$��WR�IROORZ�DQG�IXUWKHU�H[SRVH�WKH�VWRQH�IHDWXUH��:��$��+���1XPHURXV�SRWWHU\�VKHUGV�DSSHDUHG�
immediately. Some were part of a broken bowl decorated on the rim, and beads, made of pottery and 
RVWULFK�HJJVKHOO�ZHUH�DOVR�SUHVHQW��$Q�DVK�OD\HU�DSSHDUHG�DW�D�GHSWK�RI����PP����

6TXDUH�:��$��3��DQG�:��$��3�
6TXDUH�$��ZDV�VXEGLYLGHG�DQG�D�WUHQFK�GHVLJQDWHG�3��H[FDYDWHG��,W�PHDVXUHG����P�[����P��7KH�VXUIDFH�
ZDV�FRPSRVHG�RI� FOD\� VRLO�� JUH\� LQ�FRORXU�� DQG� WKH� VTXDUH�ZDV�H[FDYDWHG� WR�D�GHSWK�RI����PP��0DQ\�

)LJXUH�����3DUW�RI�D�VNXOO�ZLWK�OLS�VWXGV�DQG�EHDGV��6TXDUH�%��

7���

)LJXUH� ���� /LS�SOXJV��PLFD� SHQGDQW�� ZRRG�

DQG� RVWULFK� HJJVKHOOV� �6TXDUH� %�� 7��� ��

Magdi Awad).

Figure 20. Triangular ostrich eggshell bead (Square 

%��7���
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archaeological materials were found including an upper grinding stone, potsherds, ostrich eggshell 
beads, a hammer stone, charcoal and lithic material (Figure 23). A burnt layer was found concentrated in 
the north part of the trench. 

$��3��ZDV�IXUWKHU�GLYLGHG�LQWR�VPDOO�WUHQFKHV�PHDVXULQJ����P�[�����P�GHVLJQDWHG�$��3���,WV�SXUSRVH�
ZDV�WR�IROORZ�WKH�EXUQW�OD\HU��)LQGV�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�VKHOOV��SRWWHU\�VKHUGV��ODUJH�ÀUHG�SRWWHU\�EHDGV��DQG�
DQLPDO�ERQHV�EHLQJ�GLVFRYHUHG��)LJXUH������7KH�ÀUHG�FOD\�EHDGV�ZHUH�VLPLODU�WR�WKRVH�IRXQG�DW�.KDUWRXP�
+RVSLWDO��$UNHOO�����������SO������

7KH�H[FDYDWLRQ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�D�GHSWK�RI�����P��ZKHUH�WKH�VNHOHWRQ�RI�D� MXYHQLOH�DSSHDUHG�� LWV�JUDYH�
cutting through the burnt layer. The skeleton extended north-south, with the head to the north, facing 
west (Figure 25). Grave goods included a pot placed above the head and a necklace of stone and ostrich 
eggshell beads.

6TXDUH�$��+�
:LWKLQ�Square A3, a sub-square designated H2 and measuring 3m x 3m was dug and excavated to a depth 

)LJXUH�����6XUIDFH�RI�VLWH�526�:�����0DJGL�$ZDG�� Figure 22. Schematic diagram showing squares 

LQ�526�:��

)LJXUH�����1HFNODFH�RI�VWRQH�DQG�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOOV��$��3��� )LJXUH�����)LUHG�FOD\�EHDGV��$��3���
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RI����PP��7KUHH�VWRQHV�IURP�D�ÀUHSODFH�DSSHDUHG�DORQJ�WKH�HDVW�ZHVW�VLGH��DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�DVK�OD\HU��
Some archaeological materials were found including potsherds, shells, a shell pendant (Figure 26), a 
fragment of ivory, some complete black bowls and different types of beads including burnt clay, stones 
DQG�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOOV��)LJXUHV����DQG������$�VPDOO�WUHQFK���P�[����P��ZDV�PDGH�IURP�HDVW�WR�ZHVW�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�DVK�LQ�WKH�ÀUHSODFH��,W�ZDV�H[FDYDWHG�WR����PP�LQ�GHSWK�DQG�D�IHZ�DUWHIDFWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�
including potsherds from part of a bowl that had been used as a cooking pot and animal bones.

7UHQFK�$��0��
:LWKLQ�6TXDUH�$���DQRWKHU� WUHQFK�GHVLJQDWHG�0���PHDVXULQJ�����P�[����P��ZDV�GXJ��7KH�VXUIDFH�ZDV�
FRPSRVHG�RI�VRIW�VRLO��JUH\�LQ�FRORXU��ZLWK�D�ÀUHSODFH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�RQ�WKH�HDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�VTXDUH��%HDGV�
and upper grinding stones were found. The square was excavated to 550mm in depth. Here the soil 
became grey in colour with some hearths and ash concentrated on the western side and in the centre of 
WKH�VTXDUH��7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�SRWVKHUGV�DQG�D�EURNHQ�FOD\�ÀJXULQH��ZKLFK�PD\�UHSUHVHQW�D�ERYLQH�RU�RYLV�
FDSULG��)LJXUH�����

ROS E5 Azaza
The site is a high mound, c. 200m in diameter, to the south of Azaza village. Many skeletons were found 
during the excavation of this area. On one, a young female, a pelvic girdle or belt, was found, made of a 

Figure 25. Skeleton extended north-south, with the representation of necklace of stone and ostrich eggshell beads 

�$��3���

)LJXUH�����6KHOO�SHQGDQW��$��+��� )LJXUH�����1HFNODFH�RI�VWRQH�DQG�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOOV��$��

H2).
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)LJXUH�����%XUQW�FOD\�EHDGV�DQG�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOOV��$��

H2).

)LJXUH�����&OD\�ÀJXULQH��SUREDEO\�D�ERYLQH�RU�RYLG�

FDSULG�IURP�$��0��

large quantity of black stone beads.  
Common features among many of the burials were personal ornaments such lip-studs and ostrich 

eggshell beads, necklaces around the neck or armlets (Figure 30). The beads around the central part of the 
body may have been part of a rahat or pelvic belt or girdle traditional in the area. The burial ground appears 
to cover several different generations, but apparently belongs to the same archaeological period based 
XSRQ�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�ÀQGV��7KHUH�LV�D�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�EXULDO�GHSWK��ZKLFK�UDQJHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VXEVXUIDFH�XS�
WR�����P��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH�HURVLRQ�RI�WKH�PRXQG�RYHU�WLPH��7KHUH�ZDV�QR�À[HG�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERG\��EXW�
it was always placed in an extended position. Stone tools consisting of upper and lower grinding stones 
and hammerstones have been found associated with the settlement layers nearby. Although no available 
DEVROXWH�GDWLQJ�LV�DYDLODEOH��WKH�ÀQGV�KDYH�VRPH�VLPLODULWLHV�WR�0HURLWLF�PDWHULDO��DQG�DUH�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�
WKH�EXULDOV�DW�-HEHO�0R\D��H[FDYDWHG�E\�WKH�:HOOFRPH�([SHGLWLRQ ($GGLVRQ�����������DQG�PRUH�UHFHQWO\�E\�
excavations directed by Michael Brass and Ahmed Adam (Brass et al. �����.

Figure 30. Different types of beads: stone, 

ostrich, and clay (ROS E 5 Azaza).

�)LJXUH�����Pelvic girdle (rahat?) of eggshell beads around 

WKH�FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERG\�IRXQG�DW�6LWH�526�(���(�$]D]D�
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Settlement 

ROS E20 Jebel Maba
7KLV�DUHD�LV�DERXW���NP�WR�WKH�HDVW�RI�WKH�5RVHLUHV�'DP�5DLVLQJ�3URMHFW�5HVLGHQFH�7RZQVKLS�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�
4km to the north of Jebel Maba. It is part of a valley formed by two branches of the Khor Abu Zuggulli. The 
ZDWHU�ÁRZLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�NKRU�GXULQJ�WKH�UDLQ\�VHDVRQ�IHUWLOLVHG�WKH�EODFN�FOD\�VRLO�RULJLQDOO\�GHSRVLWHG�
by the Blue Nile, before draining into the main channel a few kilometres to the east.  As the surface 
area of the site is covered with basement rock slabs, some of which were formed into circular or semi-
FLUFXODU�VWRQH�VWUXFWXUHV��WKH�VLWH�ZDV�FODVVLÀHG�GXULQJ�WKH������VXUYH\�FDPSDLJQ�DV�D�)XQM�EXULDO�VLWH��7KH�
elevation of the ground in this area is 450m above sea level.  During the dry season (March), nomads still 
use the area as a grazing land for their cattle and sheep, making use of a water pool on the bottom of Khor 
Abu Zuggulli, which persists after the rainy season.

 A grid system of squares was set up on the site. Each was 20m x 20m in area, and these were further 
divided into smaller units while digging.  Excavation work concentrated on the area where there were 
DEXQGDQW�URFN�VODEV�DQG�VWRQH�VWUXFWXUHV��$�WRWDO�RI����P2 in surface area was excavated and cleaned with 
the excavation reaching various different depths.

Preliminary investigation of the materials retrieved from the site surface and from excavation contexts 
indicates that the site has been inhabited at least since the Neolithic and reused during later periods.  
Some ceramic decoration, lip-studs and different type of beads (stone, ostrich eggshell and burnt clay) of 
Meroitic date were found (see Figure 32). Hints of medieval occupation are represented by pottery beads 
and some ceramics.

Figure 32. Different types of beads from site ROS E20.
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&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�DQDO\VLV
7KLV�VWXG\�IRXQG�WKDW�D�ODUJH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�EHDGV�LQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�DUHD�ZHUH�RI�VWRQH����������ZLWK�RVWULFK�
HJJVKHOO� EHDGV� EHLQJ� WKH� VHFRQG� PRVW� FRPPRQ� W\SH� ��������� 7KH� UHVW� FRPSULVHG� RI� VPDOO� QXPEHUV� RI�
EXUQW� FOD\�� JODVV� DQG� VKHOO� ������� �VHH�$SSHQGL[��� 7KHVH� RUQDPHQWV�ZHUH�PDGH� LQ� GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V� FOHDUO\�
demonstrating the richness of the local culture. Indeed, some ethnographical studies suggest that there is 
a clear continuation of body ornamentation customs and traditions in this and in the neighbouring region, 
SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�%OXH�1LOH�DQG�1XED�0RXQWDLQV��VHH�IXUWKHU�6XOLPDQ�XQSXEOLVKHG������DQG�WKLV�PD\�EH�SDUW�
of a broader longstanding tradition in the area.

The materials 
Stone beads comprised the majority of those found in the Blue Nile region and included carnelian, quartz 
and diorite (see Appendix). Carnelian is a semi-precious stone that appears in various colours including 
red, brown, yellow, and white. It occurs in the gravels of the River Atbara, is common in the Khasm el-Girba 
UHJLRQ��:KLWHPDQ�������������DQG�LQ�WKH�%OXH�1LOH�6HQQDU�.DVVDOD�DUHD��&DLOOLDXG������������&UDZIRUG�������
'L[RQ�������+DUUHOO���������������

Many lip-plugs in the study area were made of quartz, a particularly abundant material (Anderson and 
$QGHUVRQ�������������DQG� WKH�ÀUVW� OLS�SOXJV�NQRZQ� LQ�$IULFD�DSSHDUHG� LQ�TXDUW]� LQ�FHQWUDO�6XGDQ�DW�(VK�
6KDKHLQDE��������\HDUV�DJR��:HQGRUII������������ 

Ostrich eggshell was another key material across the region, and its presence on sites of different periods 
suggest it may be considered characteristic of the region. It has been found in many ancient Sudanese 
archaeological sites as early as the Neolithic period (e.g. Esh-Shaheinab and el-Kadada ($UNHOO�������SO�����
:HQGRUII�DQG�6FKLOG������������5HLQROG����������� Ostrich eggshell beads are easily recognised due to their 
pitted exterior surface, colour and having a relatively standard thickness up to 3.5mm. Ostrich eggshell beads 
with a large diameter and large perforations also are known IURP�1DSDWDQ�DQG�0HURLWLF�DVVHPEODJHV��*ULIÀWK�
����������'XQKDP�����������������/RKZDVVHU�����������7KHQ�2EǔXVND����������� 9LOD���������������'XULQJ�WKH�
late and post-Meroitic periods ostrich eggshells continued to be abundant across Sudan (Abdelrahman et al. 
������������)LUHG�FOD\�EHDGV�ZHUH�FRPPRQ�DW�PRVW�VLWHV��

Other materials, included diorite, which was not common on the sites, encompassing just a few beads. A 
ORQH�SHQGDQW�RI�PLFD�ZDV�IRXQG�DW�526�:�����7KLV�PLQHUDO�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�FU\VWDOOLVDWLRQ��EXW�LV�
UDUHO\�IRXQG�LQ�UHJXODU��ZHOO�GHÀQHG�FU\VWDOV��0RVW�FRPPRQO\�LW�DSSHDUV�DV�D�WKLQ��ÁH[LEOH��HODVWLF�ODPLQDWH��
which exhibits a high polish and strong lustre. Its surface is smooth to touch, and is easily scratched with 
D�NQLIH�RU�HYHQ�E\�D�ÀQJHUQDLO��*HRORJLFDOO\��LW�LV�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKH�FDWDUDFW�UHJLRQV�HVSHFLDOO\�WKH��th and 6th 
FDWDUDFWV��:KLWHPDQ������������*ODVV�EHDGV�ZHUH�RQO\�IRXQG�DW�RQH�VLWH��.LUPD���

Conclusions
'XULQJ�WKLV�VHDVRQ�RI�5$'$63��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�H[FDYDWH�DOO�WKH�VLWHV�LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��
VR�VLWHV�ZRUNHG�RQ�E\�WKH�WHDP�ZHUH�VHOHFWLYHO\�FKRVHQ��2Q�WKH�HDVWHUQ�1LOH�EDQN��MXVW����VLWHV�ZHUH�SDUWO\�
H[FDYDWHG�IURP�WKH�VXP�WRWDO�RI����VLWHV�����������DQG�WKUHH�VLWHV�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�IURP�WKH����VLWHV�LGHQWLÀHG�RQ�
WKH�ZHVW�1LOH�EDQN�����������'HVSLWH�WKH�ORZ�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�VLWHV�H[FDYDWHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�FDPSDLJQ��D�YDULDWLRQ�
of different grave types was recognised with rich grave goods (pottery, beads, lip-plugs, etc.) . It was also 
QRWDEOH�WKDW�����RI�WKHVH�JUDYHV�ODFNHG�VXSHUVWUXFWXUHV���

A total of 2035 complete beads were recorded during the RADASP excavations. The majority are stone 
���������ZLWK�RVWULFK�HJJVKHOO�EHDGV�EHLQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�PRVW�FRPPRQ�W\SH����������7KH�UHVW�FRPSULVHG�
VPDOO�QXPEHUV�RI�ÀUHG�FOD\��JODVV��DQG�VKHOO�EHDGV�RU�SHQGDQWV���������DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�VWRQH�DUWHIDFW�
made of mica.

It is recommended that further studies be conducted in the area not submerged beneath the reservoir for 



Personal adornment in the Blue Nile region (Fawzi Hassan Bakhiet Khalid)

���

a better understanding of the human culture of the region.
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2EMHFW�LPDJH Description 2EMHFW�LPDJH Description

Carnelian bead, drilled from 
both ends, long octagonal 
shape, light orange red. 
L. 34mm
'����PP

Stone lip-stud, 
round shape 
D. 300mm
�+�����PP

*ODVV�EHDG��GUDZQ��JOREXODU�LQ�
shape, surface green. 
/���PP�
D. 40-42mm

Stone beads 
Number: 444 
D. 45-50mm

Bead made of red stone with 
white line.
L. 22mm
'�������PP

Diorite pendant 
L. 200mm
'�����PP

Fired clay pendant?
L. 420mm
'�����PP

Shell bead  
L. 500mm 
:�����PP

Quartz lip-plug 
/�����PP
D. 200m

Burned clay bead 
'�����PP
+����PP

/LS�VWXG�SOXJ��VWRQH"
/�����PP�
'�����PP

Shell pendant
L. 300mm 
:�����PP

$SSHQGL[��&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�RI�REMHFWV
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2EMHFW�LPDJH Description 2EMHFW�LPDJH Description

Fired clay bead
D. 200mm 
+�����PP

Necklace with mixed beads - ostrich 
eggshell, stone and faience 
/�����PP�
'�����PP����PP

Stone pendant
L. 350mm
:�����PP

Necklace with mixed bead types 
and three quartz lip-plugs. See mica 
pendant below.
Ostrich eggshell beads 
'���PP
Stone beads
L. 60mm
:�����PP�4XDUW]�OLS�SOXJV��/��
430mm-520mm
'����������PP�

Ostrich eggshell 
bead
/����PP
:�����PP

Mica pendant
L. 400mm
:�����PP

$SSHQGL[��&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�RI�REMHFWV




