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Introduction
In 1971, 92 crates containing around 4,000 objects arrived at Swansea College (now Swansea University) 
IROORwinJ WKe disSersaO RI WKe :eOOFRPe FROOeFWiRn (Griffin ����� ��²��)� 7Kere were nR PuseuP IaFiOiWies aW 
the institution at the time, so the objects were unboxed in an unused science lab. This task was undertaken 
E\ .aWe %Rsse�GriffiWKs (����²����)� wKR EeFaPe WKe KRnRrar\ FuraWRr RI WKe FROOeFWiRn (/OR\d ����)� $ 
sPaOO nuPEer RI REMeFWs were nRWed aW WKe WiPe as FRPinJ IrRP 1uEia� wiWK suEseTuenW REMeFWs idenWȋed 
in more recent years following archival research. However, almost all of these objects remain unpublished 
and virtually unknown to scholars. This paper will present a brief overview of the collection now housed 
in the Egypt Centre, Swansea.

The Wellcome Collection
Sir Henry Wellcome, a pharmaceutical tycoon of immense fortune, had a profound interest in the 
ancient world and the evolution of medical practices (Rhodes James 1994; /arsRn ����). In the early 
����s� Ke enYisiRned a ¶0useuP RI 0an· WKaW wRuOd KRuse arWeIaFWs FreaWed� used� Rr in̓uenFed E\ 
KuPaniW\ WKrRuJKRuW iWs KisWRr\ ($rnROd and 2Osen ����� 5usseOO ����� ��)� 7R SRSuOaWe WKis aPEiWiRus 
museum, Wellcome dispatched his agents to acquire countless objects at auction, while also sponsoring 
arFKaeRORJiFaO e[SediWiRns in (J\SW and Sudan� 7KrRuJK WKese e̛RrWs� Ke aPassed a YasW FROOeFWiRn RI 
arWeIaFWs� ,n ����� WKe :eOOFRPe 0useuP RI +isWRriFaO 0ediFine (:0+0) RSened iWs dRRrs� sKRwFasinJ a 
reParNaEOe seOeFWiRn RI WKese Wreasures and R̛erinJ YisiWRrs a JOiPSse inWR WKe riFK narraWiYe RI KuPan 
KisWRr\ and PediFaO adYanFePenW (S\PRns ����� �� /arsRn ����� ���)�

Wellcome is also renowned for his involvement in the Sudanese archaeological sites of Jebel Moya, 
Abu Geili, Saqadi, and Dar el-Mek (Addison 1949), which he excavated over several seasons before the 
RuWEreaN RI WKe )irsW :RrOd :ar (����²����)� $W WKe saPe WiPe� :eOOFRPe aOsR reFeiYed PaWeriaO direFWO\ 
IrRP seYeraO e[FaYaWiRns in Sudan� +e JenerRusO\ Iunded ̑Ye seasRns RI wRrN aW 0erRe� direFWed E\ -RKn 
GarsWanJ (����²����)� and reFeiYed a sKare RI WKe disFRYered arWeIaFWs as a reward IRr Kis SaWrRnaJe 
IrRP WKe ([FaYaWiRns &RPPiWWee RI WKe ,nsWiWuWe RI $rFKaeRORJ\� /iYerSRRO 8niYersiW\� 0RreRYer� in ����� 
:eOOFRPe eaJerO\ aFFeSWed WKe RSSRrWuniW\ WR aFTuire REMeFWs IrRP WKe 2[IRrd ([FaYaWiRns in 1uEia� 
direFWed E\ )ranFis /OeweOO\n GriffiWK (����²����)� in e[FKanJe IRr a PRneWar\ dRnaWiRn�

2ne indiYiduaO wKR Pa\ Ee unIaPiOiar WR Pan\ is :iOOiaP SW� &Kad %RsFawen (����²����� +Rrr\ ����)� 
%eWween ���� and Kis deaWK in ����� %RsFawen was JiYen WKe resSRnsiEiOiW\ RI FaWaORJuinJ :eOOFRPe·s 
early Egyptian and Sudanese artefacts. Boscawen was an Assyriologist who had a brief stint at the 
British Museum, possessed a rudimentary understanding of hieroglyphs, and even published several 
(J\SWRORJiFaO SaSers� 'urinJ WKis SeriRd� Ke FreaWed ̑Ye KandwriWWen PanusFriSWs WiWOed Catalogue of 
Egyptian Antiquities, which were recently unearthed within the archives of the Petrie Museum. While 
many of the entries are concise, Boscawen frequently included details that are absent from the auction 
FaWaORJues� suFK as WransFriSWiRns Rr WransOaWiRns RI WKe anFienW We[Ws (WKe OaWWer RIWen inaFFuraWe)� 7Ke ̑ Ye 
volumes encompass objects acquired through auctions, excavations, and Wellcome’s personal purchases 
wKiOe in (J\SW� ,n WRWaO� %RsFawen FaWaORJued RYer ����� REMeFWs� inFOudinJ ��� REMeFWs IrRP GarsWanJ·s 
̑Ye seasRns RI 0erRe (7aEOe �)�

:KiOe PuFK RI :eOOFRPe·s (J\SWian PaWeriaO was disSersed in ���� WR insWiWuWiRns aFrRss WKe 8. 
(Griffin ����� WaEOe �)� WKe 3eWrie 0useuP reWained WKe EuON RI WKe REMeFWs IrRP 0erRe� 7Kis was EeFause 
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'aYid 0arsKaOO 'i[Rn (����²����)� WKen +RnRrar\ 5esearFK $ssRFiaWe in WKe (J\SWRORJ\ 'eSarWPenW aW 
8niYersiW\ &ROOeJe /RndRn� Kad a SarWiFuOar inWeresW in 1uEia (0arWin ����)� 'i[Rn SreYiRusO\ serYed as 
5esearFK )eOORw aW WKe :eOOFRPe ,nsWiWuWe (����²����) FOassiI\inJ WKe (J\SWian and Sudanese PaWeriaO� 
,n a reSRrW 'i[Rn wrRWe WR WKe 'ireFWRr RI WKe :eOOFRPe ,nsWiWuWe in 'eFePEer ����� Ke nRWed WKaW ¶WKe 
most important items so far examined are the 11 cases of Sudan material’ (WA/HMM/RP/Sta/20). A few 
PRnWKs OaWer ($SriO ����)� Ke wrRWe WKaW ¶WKese� OiNe WKe rePainder RI ̑nds IrRP WKe siWe >RI 0erRe@� Kad 
never been touched, having apparently been sent to store almost immediately after arrival in the Museum. 
,n FRnseTuenFe sRPe RI WKe PaWeriaO� in SarWiFuOar WKe insFriEed arFKiWeFWuraO EORFNs� Kad sưered sRPe 
damage during the past half century’ (WA/HMM/RP/Sta/20).

The Meroitic material Wellcome received directly from Garstang was diverse, consisting of fragments 
of architecture, statues, pottery, inlays, foundation deposits, spindle whorls, archer’s thumb rings, and 
jewellery. In some cases, Boscawen had included transcriptions of the texts or drawings of the objects, 
such as the decorative patterns on the spindle whorls. This enabled Dixon to match up many of the objects 
catalogued by Boscawen, aided by numbers added to each object (or group of objects) during the early 
FaWaORJuinJ SrRFess� 2ne RI WKe PRsW siJnȋFanW REMeFWs IrRP WKe FROOeFWiRn is WKe $uOeWes sWaWue� wKiFK 
was IRund in WKe EaWKs aW 0erRe durinJ WKe ����²�� seasRn� 7Kis sWaWue was SuEOisKed E\ 'i[Rn and 
:aFKsPann (����) and is nRw in WKe 3eWrie 0useuP (8&����)� :eOOFRPe aOsR aFTuired further objects from 
Garstang’s Meroe excavations through auctions. This includes sales from the well-known collections of 
+enr\ 0arW\n .ennard (����²����)� 5aOSK %rRFNOeEanN (����²����)� and 5eY� :iOOiaP 0aFGreJRr (����²
����)� /iNe :eOOFRPe� aOO WKree Pen suSSRrWed GarsWanJ·s e[FaYaWiRns in (J\SW and Sudan in e[FKanJe 
IRr a SerFenWaJe RI WKe ̑nds� 7Kese REMeFWs Fan Ee WraFed EaFN WR 0erRe WKanNs WR arFKiYaO SKRWRs RI WKe 
excavations, descriptions in the auction catalogues, and excavation labels written on the objects. 

Sanam
7Ke siWe RI SanaP is ORFaWed ��NP dRwnsWreaP RI WKe )RurWK &aWaraFW in Sudan� ,W is siWuaWed MusW a Iew 
NiORPeWres sRuWK RI WKe saFred siWe RI -eEeO %arNaO� and EeWween WKe rR\aO FePeWeries RI eO�.urru (WR WKe 
sRuWK) and 1uri (WR WKe nRrWK)� SanaP was e[FaYaWed durinJ WKe ����²�� seasRn RI WKe 8niYersiW\ RI 
2[IRrd ([FaYaWiRns in 1uEia Oed E\ )ranFis /OeweOO\n GriffiWK (GriffiWK ����� /RKwasser ����)� 2Yer WKe 
FRurse RI IRur PRnWKs aW WKe siWe� GriffiWK and Kis WeaP e[FaYaWed arRund ���� WRPEs� )inds IrRP WKe 
cemetery are scattered throughout the world, including the collections of the Sudan National Museum 
.KarWRuP� WKe $sKPROean 0useuP� WKe %riWisK 0useuP� and WKe bJ\SWisFKes 0useuP %erOin� 

,n ����� a seOeFWiRn RI REMeFWs IrRP SanaP were R̛ered E\ GriffiWK WR WKe :0+0� $rFKiYes in WKe 
Wellcome Collection reveal that this included necklaces, a large pottery head, amulets, a granite pestle, 
aOaEasWer FRsPeWiF FRnWainers� and a Sair RI e\es IrRP a FRffin� :KiOe WKe FurrenW wKereaERuWs RI PRsW RI 

Volume Collection Entries Objects

� ´0erRe 1R �µ (����²��) 49 ���

� ´0erRe 1R �µ (����²��) ��� ����

� ´0erRe &ROOeFWiRn 1R� �µ (����²��) �� ���

� ´0erRe &ROOeFWiRn 1R� �µ (����²��) 110 ����

� ´0erRe &ROOeFWiRn 1R� �µ (����²��) 78 ����

727$/ ��� 798

7aEOe �� 2EMeFWs IrRP 0erRe in WKe Catalogue of Egyptian Antiquities volumes.
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WKe SanaP REMeFWs JiYen WR :eOOFRPe are unNnRwn� WKe Sair RI e\es was reFenWO\ idenWȋed in WKe (J\SW 
&enWre FROOeFWiRn (:��� and :���)� 7Kis was Pade SRssiEOe WKanNs WR WKe IainW WraFes RI WKeir :eOOFRPe 
numbers in the corner of each eye. They are made of a copper alloy frame with the white scleras formed 
from ostrich eggshell. Unfortunately, in both cases the pupils are missing, although the stained outlines 
are still visible (Figure 1).

Wellcome archives provide further details about the eyes. In a letter written by WMHM’s curator 
&KarOes -� S� 7KRPSsRn (����²����) WR GriffiWK� daWed �� )eEruar\ ����� an ¶enaPeOOed e\e· is PenWiRned 
as Rne RI seYeraO REMeFWs IrRP WKe siWe WKaW ¶wRuOd Ee RI PRsW inWeresW IRr Kis >:eOOFRPe·s@ FROOeFWiRn· (:$�
+00�&2�(ar����)� 7Ke arFKiYe FRnWains a reSRrW Rn WKe siWe wriWWen E\ GriffiWK� wiWK WKe e\es OisWed as 
FRPinJ IrRP 7RPE ���� wKiFK daWes WR WKe 7wenW\�̑IWK '\nasW\� 

7Ke aFFRPSan\inJ WRPE reFRrd reads as� ¶&aYe WRPE� �� sWeeS sWeSs� drRS RI �� WR narrRw SOaWIRrP 
EeIRre ePErasure� aSSrRaFK /� ���� :� ���²���� WRWaO '� ���� Pain FKaPEer ��� E\ ���� wiWK WwR side 
FKaPEers� a[is ���� 2n ̓RRr RI Pain FKaPEer� Sair RI ErRn]e e\es and e\eErRws IrRP a wRRden FRffin� WKe 
IRrPer inOaid wiWK wKiWe (RsWriFK eJJ") sKeOO Rn wKiFK is ̑ [ed a raised disF RI REsidian" as SuSiO� IraJPenWs 
RI KROORw ErRn]e� sRPe EOuisK JOa]e WuEuOar and rinJ Eeads� >sPaOOer Jreen and \eOORw JOa]e WuEuOar Eeads� 
a Iew sPaOO \eOORw red Jreen and EOaFN rinJ Eeads� sPaOO \eOORw EaOO Eeads@� ,n enWranFe� sandsWRne WaEOe 
RI R̛erinJs wiWK SaS\rus sWeP in PiddOe and � ORaYes EeWween hes Yases� �� E\ ��� inFOudinJ sSRuW· (:$�
+00�&2�(ar����)�

GriffiWK·s e[FaYaWiRn reSRrW was SuEOisKed in ���� and PenWiRns WKe e\es WwiFe� )irsWO\� Ke nRWed WKaW 
¶aPRnJsW WKe FaYe JraYes� ��� SreserYes FOear eYidenFe RI KaYinJ FRnWained a FRffin in a Sair RI ErRn]e 
e\es and e\eErRws� suFK as are IRund inOaid in weOO�Pade wRRden FRffins IrRP (J\SW· (GriffiWK ����� ��)� 
SeFRndO\� Ke said WKaW ¶in WKe FaYe JraYe ��� were IRund a Sair RI ErRn]e e\es and e\eErRws IrRP a wRRden 
FRffin� WKe e\es inOaid wiWK wKiWe (RsWriFK eJJ) sKeOO Rn wKiFK is ̑[ed a raised disN RI REsidian (") as SuSiO� 
aOsR IraJPenWs RI KROORw ErRn]e� wKiFK SerKaSs Kad IRrPed WKe OREes� eWF�� RI a Sair RI ears· (GriffiWK ����� 
���)� 5eParNaEO\� :��� and :��� are WKe RnO\ e\e inOa\s IrRP a FRffin IRund in WKe FePeWer\ (/RKwasser 
2012, 92). While the pupils of the eyes were recorded at the time of their registration at the WNHM, they 
have since become detached and subsequently lost. The eyebrows mentioned in the excavation report 
were not, however, listed as having been accessioned at the WMHM and it can only be assumed that they 
never accompanied the eyes to the museum.

Meroe
$s PenWiRned SreYiRusO\� :eOOFRPe EenȇWed JreaWO\ IrRP GarsWanJ·s e[FaYaWiRns aW 0erRe� Several 
objects in the Egypt Centre’s collection can be traced back to the material presented to Wellcome between 
����²����� 

(&� is a reFWanJuOar�sKaSed red sandsWRne R̛erinJ WaEOe wiWK inFised deFRraWiRn Rn WKe WRS IaFe ()iJure 

)iJure �� (\e inOa\s IrRP SanaP (:��� 	 :���)�
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2). The table is roughly in the shape of the ḥtp-hieroglyph. Two tall vessels are depicted on either side, 
wiWK waWer ePanaWinJ IrRP WKeP WRwards WwR reFWanJuOar sKaSes� 7Ke\ ̓anN a OarJe ORWus EORssRP wiWK 
two bunches of grapes above. Eight circles, probably representing bread, are depicted along the upper 
edJe RI WKe WaEOe� 0erRiWiF insFriSWiRns are ORFaWed aORnJ WKe ERWWRP and riJKW side (/eFOanW et al. 2000 
���²�� 5(0 ����)� 7Ke R̛erinJ WaEOe was e[FaYaWed wiWKin 7RPE ��� aW 0erRe durinJ WKe ����²�� seasRn� 
:Ken e[FaYaWed� WKe dRRrs WR WKe WRPE were FORsed wiWK sandsWRne EORFNs and re�used 0erRiWiF R̛erinJ 
WaEOes� inFOudinJ (&� (GarsWanJ ����� ��� �� nr� ��� SOs� /9,� /;;, nr� ��� 7|r|N ���� ,� ���)� +RIPann (����� 
��� ���²�� ���) daWes WKis R̛erinJ WaEOe WR ���²�� %&� 

(&��� is a sTuare�sKaSed sandsWRne R̛erinJ WaEOe� wKiFK is KeaYiO\ weaWKered ()iJure �)� $ OiJKWO\ 
incised channel surrounds the edges of the top surface, with a notch at one end to resemble the ḥtp-
KierRJO\SK� 'ue WR WKe weaWKerinJ RI WKe surIaFe� iW is diffiFuOW WR PaNe RuW WKe deFRraWiRn Rn WRS� aOWKRuJK 
iW seePs WR FRnsisW RI FirFuOar Eread ̓anNinJ a waWer YesseO� 7Ke e[FaYaWiRn ParN Rn WKe side in EOaFN inN 
indiFaWes WKaW iW was IRund wiWKin 7RPE ��� aW 0erRe� wKiFK was aOsR e[FaYaWed durinJ WKe ����²�� 
seasRn (GarsWanJ ����� ��� SO� /,;��)� ,W was Rne RI IRur R̛erinJ WaEOes reused WR EORFN WKe dRRr RI WKe WRPE 
(7|r|N ���� ,� ���). According to the excavators, it contained a Meroitic inscription, although this is no 
ORnJer YisiEOe (/eFOanW et al. ����� ���²�� 5(0 ����)�

7Ke PRsW inWeresWinJ arFKiWeFWuraO IraJPenW is (&����� wKiFK was IRund in ���� in WKe WePSOe 

)iJure �� 2̛erinJ WaEOe IrRP JraYe ��� aW 0erRe ((&�)�
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designated M 291 at Meroe (Figure 4). It was 
̑rsW SuEOisKed E\ 7|r|N (����� ,� ���²���� ̑J� 1)� 
though he was unaware of its current location in 
Swansea. More recently, it was republished by 
Hallof (2017), based on photographs supplied by 
WKe (J\SW &enWre� and idenWȋed as FRPinJ IrRP 
the top of an abacus of the temple. Part of the 
inscription reads ‘the good Aqedise in Meroe’ and 
the name of the king Teqoridiamani, who ruled 
in the middle of the third century AD (/eFOanW et 
al. 2000 ����²��� 5(0 ����)� $FFRrdinJ WR +aOORI� 
WKis is WKe ̑rsW WiPe WKaW WKe FuOW RI $Tedise� WKe 
1uEian IRrP RI WKe (J\SWian JRd .KRnsu� Kas 
been attested at Meroe. 

Regrettably, due to the way the Wellcome 
collection was distributed, some objects seem 
to have been broken before portions made 
their way to Swansea. This includes EC1292, a 
sandstone fragment containing the outstretched 

winJ RI a Eird� SeYeraO \ears aJR� WKis IraJPenW was idenWȋed as MRininJ a seFRnd IraJPenW nRw KRused 
in WKe 3eWrie 0useuP ()iJure �)� 8&����� FRnWains WKe WiSs RI WKe Eird·s IeaWKers and WKe uSSer KaOI RI WKe 
double plumes of a god. It is unknown exactly when this block was broken into two pieces, but it must have 
been after it was given to Wellcome since it is recorded as being intact by Boscawen. Although the exact 
SrRYenanFe IRr WKis SieFe is unNnRwn� %RsFawen dRes nRWe WKaW iW FRPes IrRP GarsWanJ·s ̑rsW seasRn RI 
work at the site. The presence of the double plumes suggests that it comes from the Amun Temple (M 
���)� wKiFK was e[FaYaWed durinJ WKis seasRn (GarsWanJ ����� ��²��� Gr]\PsNi ����� ���).   

(&���� is a IraJPenW RI a sandsWRne EORFN wiWK FrudeO\ inFised deFRraWiRn ()iJure �)� 7Ke adMRininJ 
IraJPenW was aOsR reFenWO\ idenWȋed in WKe 3eWrie 0useuP (8&�����)� $s wiWK WKe REMeFW SreYiRusO\ 
discussed, this item was broken after it entered the Wellcome collection, as is clear from the published 
SKRWRJraSK RI WKe EORFN in WKe e[FaYaWiRn reSRrW (GarsWanJ ����� SO� ;,;��)� 7Ke EORFN FRnWains IRur 
KRri]RnWaO Oines RI a 0erRiWiF insFriSWiRn (/eFOanW et al. ���²�� 5(0 ����) in addiWiRn WR WKe ̑Jures RI a 
man and the head of a lion. According to Garstang’s report, the block was excavated from the steps in the 
$Pun 7ePSOe (GarsWanJ ����� ��²��� SO� /;9,,,)� 

)iJure �� $rFKiWeFWuraO IraJPenW IrRP 0 ��� aW 0erRe ((&����)�

)iJure �� 2̛erinJ WaEOe IrRP 7RPE ��� aW 0erRe ((&���)�
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)iJure �� $rFKiWeFWuraO IraJPenWs IrRP 0erRe ((&���� 	 8&�����)�

)iJure �� $rFKiWeFWuraO EORFN IrRP 0erRe ((&���� and 8&������ FRurWes\ RI WKe 3eWrie 0useuP� 8&/)�



���

Sudan & Nubia 28 2024

$ JrRuS RI FRSSer aOOR\ PRdeO WRROs ((&���) arriYed in Swansea wiWK a Fard sWaWinJ WKaW WKe\ were IrRP 
GarsWanJ·s e[FaYaWiRns aW 0erRe ()iJure �)� 7Ke sPaOO si]e RI WKese WRROs indiFaWes WKaW WKe\ were IrRP 
a foundation deposit. A set of such tools are listed by Boscawen as being given to Wellcome following 
Garstang’s second season of work at the site. Each piece is described individually, with chisels, axeheads, 
mattocks, crowbars, spades, and other items. The tools he describes here are probably those found at site 
0 ������ wKiFK was e[FaYaWed durinJ WKis seasRn (GarsWanJ ����� ��²��)� 7|r|N (���� ,� ���²���� ,,� SO� ���) 
dated this site to the Early Napatan Period, noting similar foundation deposits from Jebel Barkal. While 
the tools in Swansea resemble those from M 298.1, they do not seem to directly match those depicted 
in the excavation photograph. This would suggest that they are not those from Site M 298.1, which was 
excavated during the second season. However, a second set of copper alloy tools is listed in the Catalogue 
of Egyptian Antiquities as found during Garstang’s fourth season of work at Meroe (Garstang and George 
1914). 

The remaining objects in the Egypt Centre that can be traced back to Meroe were purchased by Wellcome 
aW auFWiRn� $s SreYiRusO\ nRWed� WKe\ FRPe IrRP WKe FROOeFWiRns RI ̑nanFiaO EaFNers RI GarsWanJ·s wRrN 
aW WKe siWe� inFOudinJ .ennard� 0aFGreJRr� and %rRFNOeEanN� ,n sRPe Fases� :eOOFRPe ERuJKW REMeFWs aW 
later auctions, which may have also originated from one of these collections. Among the pottery in the 
FROOeFWiRn are aW OeasW WKree YesseOs IrRP 0erRe ()iJure �)� 7Kese KaYe aOO Eeen idenWȋed WKanNs WR WKe IainW 
WraFes RI e[FaYaWiRn ParNs wriWWen Rn WKeP� inFOudinJ GarsWanJ·s SRWWer\ FOassȋFaWiRn ¶=·� wKiFK reOaWes 
WR EOaFN SRWWer\ (GarsWanJ ����� ��²��)� :��� is a KandPade SRWWer\ ERwO wiWK WrianJuOar deFRraWiRn Rn 
WKe riP� ,W Kas a ̓ aW Ease and a WriPPed riP� 7Ke SaWWern arRund WKe riP FRnsisWs RI OarJe inFised WrianJOes 
eaFK FRnWaininJ si[ sPaOOer WrianJOes iPSressed wiWK a sWaPS� 7Kere is sinJOe ̓anJe Rn WKe riP wiWK a 
YerWiFaO� Sre�̑red KROe WKrRuJK iW� 7Ke ERwO is EOaFN�̑red and EurnisKed� 7Ke OaEeO Rn WKe side indiFaWes 
WKaW WKe YesseO RriJinaWes IrRP 7RPE ��� aW 0erRe� wKiFK was e[FaYaWed E\ -RKn GarsWanJ in ���� wiWKin 
WKe 0iddOe 1eFrRSROis (7|r|N ���� ,� ���� ,,� ̑J� ���)� GarsWanJ desFriEes WKis WRPE as a rinJ�JraYe IRrPed 
of dark pebbles, with a double entrance. This vessel was purchased by Wellcome at auction in 1920 and, 
WKanNs WR WKe auFWiRn sWiFNer sWiOO aWWaFKed� iW Fan Ee WKen WraFed WR WKe FROOeFWiRn RI 0arW\n .ennard� 
which was sold in 1912 (Sotheby, Wilkinson, and Hodge 1912, lot 192). 

:��� is siPiOar WR :���� aOWKRuJK YRid RI an\ inFised deFRraWiRn arRund WKe riP ()iJure �)� ,W enWered 
WKe FROOeFWiRn wiWKRuW dRFuPenWaWiRn� sR iW is unNnRwn wKere :eOOFRPe REWained WKe YesseO� :����� Rn 
the other hand, was purchased by Wellcome from the MacGregor collection (Sotheby, Wilkinson, and 
Hodge 1922, lot 1701). It is a small, black, globular jar made of Nile silt clay. The jar is wheel made, with 
visible wheel marks on the body, and it has a convex base. It has a narrow neck and a handle, both of which 
are now broken. Neither of these vessels appear to have tomb numbers recorded on them. 

Seven archer’s thumb rings of various stones and shapes entered the Egypt Centre via the Wellcome 
FROOeFWiRn ()iJure �)� )iYe RI WKeP ((&����� :���� :���� :���� :���) were SurFKased E\ :eOOFRPe in 
���� IrRP WKe 0aFGreJRr &ROOeFWiRn� wKiOe WKe RWKer WwR are IrRP WKaW RI 5aOSK %rRFNOeEanN (:���a� 
:���E)� wKiFK was sROd in WKe saPe \ear� SRPe RI WKeP are PisWaNenO\ OisWed in WKe auFWiRn FaWaORJues 
as coming from Abydos, due to being grouped together with Predynastic maceheads. In fact, Garstang 
KiPseOI FOassȋed WKese REMeFWs as ¶sWa̛�Keads·� nRWinJ a OarJe nuPEer RI WKeP IrRP WKe FePeWeries 
(GarsWanJ ����� ��²��)� :���a is Rne WKaW was OisWed as FRPinJ IrRP $E\dRs� EuW iW is aFWuaOO\ deSiFWed in 
WKe e[FaYaWiRn reSRrW and OisWed as FRPinJ IrRP 7RPE � in WKe SRuWKern 1eFrRSROis (GarsWanJ ����� ��� SO� 
;;;9,��� 7|r|N ���� ,� ���� ,,� ̑J� ���)� 7Ke WRPE nuPEers IRr WKe rePaininJ WKuPE rinJs are FurrenWO\ 
unknown. 

$ OarJe nuPEer RI JOa]ed FeraPiF REMeFWs were IRund E\ GarsWanJ durinJ WKe FRurse RI Kis wRrN aW 
Meroe. These objects, including tiles, plaques, and other votive objects, were often inscribed with the 
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)iJure �� 3RWWer\ IrRP 0erRe (:���� :���� and :����)�
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naPes RI WKe ruOers Rr WKeir Tueens� ,n WKe e[FaYaWiRn reSRrW� GarsWanJ nRWed WKaW ¶REMeFWs RI JOa]e and 
SRWWer\ RI sSeFiaO inWeresW were IRund EeneaWK WKe ̓RRrinJ RI seYeraO sKrines and RI WKe KaOO RI FROuPns· 
(Garstang 1911, 14). The Egypt Centre has several of these objects that probably originate from the 
sanFWuar\ (0 ���)� wKiFK 7|r|N (���� ,� ���) daWed WR WKe �st FenWur\ %&²�st century AD.

:��� is SerKaSs WKe PRsW inWeresWinJ RI WKe IraJPenWs (GarsWanJ ����� SO� ;��� 7|r|N ���� ,� ���)� ,W is 
Pade RI JOa]ed FeraPiF Rn red EriFN� wiWK WKe JOa]e FRORured \eOORw� OiJKW EOue� and EOaFN ()iJure ��)� 7Ke 
object seems to be a fragment of headdress decorated in relief; in fact, it seems to closely resemble the 
vulture-cap commonly worn by goddesses. What was the object used for and what did it originally look 
like? The brick itself is quite thin, perhaps indicating that it was used as a decorative tile. Yet the interior 
RI WKe IraJPenW is aOsR JOa]ed� wKiFK PiJKW suJJesW WKaW iW was SarW RI sRPe OarJer REMeFW� ,W was SurFKased 
by Wellcome in 1922 from the collection of the Reverend William MacGregor (Sotheby, Wilkinson, and 
+RdJe ����� ORW ����)�

(&��� and :��� are JOa]ed FeraPiF IraJPenWs wiWK deFRraWiRn FRnWaininJ uraei.  Both are formed of a 
PaWri[ RI red EriFN wiWK a EOue�Jreen JOa]e� (&��� ()iJure ��) sKRws WKe uSSer SarW RI a sKrine� deFRraWed 
Rn WRS wiWK WwR dRuEOe�IeaWKered SOuPes IrRnWed wiWK sun�disFs� %eORw WKis is a Irie]e FRnsisWinJ RI aW OeasW 
eight uraei� :��� ()iJure ��) deSiFWs IRur uraei facing to the left, each with a solar disc atop their heads. 
%RWK REMeFWs aSSear WR KaYe Eeen IRund underneaWK WKe ̓RRr RI WKe sanFWuaries RI WKe WePSOe� SerKaSs 
indicating that they were foundation deposits. Foundation deposits, which were chosen to symbolically 
ensure WKe e̛eFWiYeness and ORnJeYiW\ RI WKe EuiOdinJ� are weOO aWWesWed aW WePSOe siWes in ERWK (J\SW 
and 1uEia (3RSe ����� ��²��)� 0an\ RI WKeP dR WaNe WKe IRrP RI IaienFe SOaTues Rr RWKer siPiOar REMeFWs� 
(&��� was aOsR SarW RI 0aFGreJRr ORW ����� wiWK :��� aERYe� wKiOe :��� was SurFKased E\ :eOOFRPe aW 
auFWiRn in ���� (-� &� SWeYens� $uFWiRn and SaOe 5RRPs� �� -un ����� /RW ��)�

7wR IurWKer JOa]ed FeraPiF REMeFWs ()iJure ��) were SurFKased E\ :eOOFRPe as SarW RI 0aFGreJRr 
ORW ����� SerKaSs indiFaWinJ WKe\ aOsR RriJinaWed IrRP 0erRe� (&��� is a IunneO�sKaSed REMeFW RI Jreen 
faience, which is partially broken. There is slight decoration present on the curved sides, resembling 
elongated petals, plus a triple raised line running around the wider end. This object is quite similar to 

)iJure �� $rFKer·s WKuPE rinJs IrRP 0erRe ((&����� :���a� :���E� :���� :���� :���� :���)�
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anRWKer in WKe 2rienWaO 0useuP� 'urKaP ((G���)� wKiFK was SurFKased E\ :eOOFRPe IrRP WKe FROOeFWiRn 
RI 5REerW GrenYiOOe Ga\er�$ndersRn (����²����)� (&��� is a IraJPenW RI FeraPiF wiWK a OeaI\ deFRraWiRn 
in reOieI� 7Ke OeaI\ deFRraWiRn Kas a OiJKW EOue�Jreen and \eOORw JOa]e aJainsW a SurSOe JrRund� %ased Rn 
parallels, this fragment was part of a particular type of faience vessel common during the Roman Period. 
&RPSOeWe e[aPSOes RI WKese Fan Ee IRund in WKe /RuYre (( �����) and WKe 0eWrRSROiWan 0useuP RI $rW 
(00$ ������)� 7Kis W\Se RI YesseO Kas Eeen WKe suEMeFW RI a deWaiOed sWud\ E\ 1enna and eO�'in (����)� 

(&��� is a sPaOO IaienFe Kead RI a OiRn Keaded deiW\� wKR Fan SerKaSs Ee idenWȋed as $SedePaN (࡝aENar 
����)� 7Kis Kead� wKiFK Peasures MusW �FP in KeiJKW� Kas a KROe in WKe WRS� SresuPaEO\ IRr WKe inserWiRn 
RI a Keaddress ()iJure ��)� ,W was SreYiRusO\ SuEOisKed E\ 7|r|N (���� ,� ���� ,,� SO� ���)� aOWKRuJK Ke was 
again unaware at the time of its present location. A comparison between the archival photograph and the 
REMeFW WRda\ reYeaOs WKaW iW Kas sưered sRPe daPaJe WR WKe IaFe in WKe inWerYeninJ \ears� 7Ke REMeFW was 
e[FaYaWed in ���� in sSRW 0 ���� Rne RI WKe rRRPs RI a KRuse ereFWed RYer WKe ruins RI FRPSOe[ 0 ��������
��� (GarsWanJ and GeRrJe ����� �� �� ��)�

Figure 10. Glazed ceramic fragment from M 264 at Meroe (W284).

)iJure ��� GOa]ed FeraPiF IraJPenW ((&���)�
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(&��� is a FeraPiF sa-sign with a greenish 
JOa]e ()iJure ��)� wKiFK was SurFKased E\ 
:eOOFRPe aW auFWiRn in ���� (-� &� SWeYens� 
$uFWiRn and SaOe 5RRPs� ��²�� $uJ ����� 
/RW ���)� 7Ke REMeFW was SreYiRusO\ ErRNen 
into several pieces before being restored. 
This object is one of several inlays that 
were used to decorate the area designated 
0 ���� ([FaYaWiRns RI WKe area in ���� 
revealed an extensive water sanctuary 
complex, which was dedicated to the 
ORFaO JRd $SedePaN (7|r|N ���� ,� ��²��)� 
Archival photographs show many of these 
inlays were still intact within the structure 
(7|r|N ���� ,,� SOs� ��� ��²��� ��)�

David Dixon Collection
There is a further group of Sudanese 
objects in the Egypt Centre that should 
Ee Erie̓\ PenWiRned� $rRund ����� WKe 
archive of David Dixon was gifted to 
Swansea University, which included books 
and articles, photographs and slides, 
and plant samples. The collection was 
housed in the Department of Classics, 
Ancient History, and Egyptology until 
it was agreed to transfer it into the care 
of the Egypt Centre in 2020. While the 
process of working through this material 
is sWiOO RnJRinJ� WwR ER[ ̑Oes FRnWained 
samples and objects labelled as ‘Garstang 
Meroe, specimens for examination’ and 
‘fragments of Nubian sandstone’. Among 
WKe REMeFWs are ̑ Ye SieFes RI SainWed RsWriFK 
eJJsKeOOs ((&����� )iJure ��)� wKiFK Pa\ 
also have originated from Garstang’s work 
at Meroe (Hodos 2020). The Catalogue of 
Egyptian Antiquities manuscript mentions 
‘fragments of painted ostrich eggshell (in 
wRRden ER[)· IrRP WKe ����²�� seasRn� 
Were these objects and samples part of 
the Wellcome collection, which Dixon 
worked on for many years? Unfortunately, 
there are no further details, so it is only 
speculative at this stage. 

)iJure ��� GOa]ed FeraPiF IraJPenW (:���)�

)iJure ��� GOa]ed FeraPiF REMeFWs ((&��� and (&���)�

)iJure ��� +ead RI a IaienFe ̑Jure ((&���)�
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In addition to this, there are several sealed envelopes containing samples of wooden objects found 
aW .erPa in ����²�� and 0erRe in ����� durinJ WKe e[FaYaWiRns RI GeRrJe $ndrew 5eisner (����²����)� 
According to the text written on the envelopes, the samples are from objects now in the Museum of 
)ine $rWs� %RsWRn (�������� �������� �������� �������� ��������)� )urWKerPRre� WKere are WwR sPaOO ER[es 
of samples from Buhen, including almost thirty seed and grain samples from ‘Bin 4’. These samples 
undoubtedly come from the fortress of Buhen, which was excavated by the Egypt Exploration Society 
EeWween ����²��� 1uPerRus Eins are reFRrded E\ WKe e[FaYaWRrs as KaYinJ Eeen idenWȋed durinJ WKe 
course of their work (Emery et al. ����)� 'i[Rn was SarW RI WKese PissiRns durinJ WKe ̑rsW WwR seasRns and 
was resSRnsiEOe IRr WKe sFienWȋF FRnWriEuWiRns� 

Concluding Remarks
The purpose of this paper has been to highlight the objects from Sudan currently in the Egypt Centre 
collection. While the objects presented here are all rather small and fragmentary, they present an 
important link between excavation, archival, and museum research. Many of these objects were previously 
deemed to be ‘lost’ by 7|r|N and RWKer sFKROars� 'esSiWe EeinJ RnO\ a ErieI inWrRduFWiRn WR WKe PaWeriaO� 
it is hoped that this article will lead to further research on the collection. All the objects are accessible to 
researchers on the museum’s online catalogue (https://egyptcentre.abasetcollections.com/) while many of 
WKeP are aOsR aYaiOaEOe as �' PRdeOs Yia SNeWFKIaE (https://skfb.ly/oUJLx). This paper also highlights the 
potential of archive-based work around the Wellcome collection, particularly with the rediscovery of the 
Catalogue of Egyptian Antiquities manuscripts in the Petrie Museum. It is possible that further objects in 
the Egypt Centre collection will be traced back to Garstang’s excavations at Meroe with the help of these 
manuscripts. Furthermore, the virtual reunion of architectural blocks shared between the Egypt Centre 
and the Petrie Museum opens the possibility of physically reuniting the blocks in the future. 
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