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6DOYDJH�H[FDYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�%HUEHU�$ELGL\D�5HJLRQ�������
a post-Meroitic single descendary, two-entrance tomb in 
el-Fereikha
Julie Anderson, Salah Mohammed Ahmed and Mahmoud Suliman Bashir

,Q�������UHVFXH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�WKH�
Berber-Abidiya Archaeological Project� in a street 
in el-Fereikha, a village located on the east bank of 
WKH�1LOH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���NP�QRUWK�RI�%HUEHU�DQG�
�NP�QRUWK�RI�WKH�PRUH�UHFHQWO\�H[FDYDWHG�0HURLWLF�
temple of Dangeil in River Nile State. There a trench 
dug for a water pipe had cut through the southern 
GHVFHQGDU\�UDPS� RI� D� GRXEOH�GHVFHQGDU\�� HDUO\�
SRVW�0HURLWLF� WRPE� �%$$3� ������ GLVWXUELQJ� LWV�ÀOO�
�)LJXUHV� �� DQG� ���� 7KH� WRPE� FRQWHQWV�� FRQVLVWLQJ�
solely of ceramics, were found in situ associated 
with the very fragmentary remains of an adult and 
child. The environmental conditions had not been 
conducive for the preservation of organic materials 
(Salah Mohammed Ahmed and Anderson 2000, 20, 
22-23; Anderson and Salaheldin Mohammed Ahmed 
2002). A reconnaissance of the village and nearby 
area uncovered red brick fragments and pot sherds 
VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�0HURLWLF�DQG�
or post-Meroitic tombs; however, no traces of such 
a cemetery were visible on the surface. 

Few post-Meroitic tombs of this type have 
been documented thus far and it is hoped herein 
to contribute further to this corpus.2 Analogous 
examples of tombs with double-descendaries have 
been discovered at Meroe, Akad in ed-Damer and 
Kankar, north of Berber and their use seems to be 
restricted to this region, although as the sample 
size is small this may not be a valid assumption. 
It is uncertain how many tombs of this type were 
excavated by J. Garstang in the Meroe cemetery in 
the area he described as the middle group of the 
necropolis (see Garstang et al����������������6RPH�RI�
these graves appear to have been covered by low 
tumuli. Garstang states, ‘In the second group [of 

� At this time the Berber-Abidiya Archaeological Project was a joint Sudanese-Canadian mission under the auspices of the National 
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, Sudan.
2�)RU�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�SRVW�0HURLWLF�WRPE�W\SRORJ\�VHH�0DKPRXG�HO�7D\LE������������6HH�DOVR�(GZDUGV�����D������E��
��������HVSHFLDOO\���������DQG�/HQREOH�����D������E�

Anderson, J. et al.������>'2,������������������������������@�

)LJXUH����0DS�VKRZLQJ�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�HO�)HUHLNKD�

)LJXUH����3RVW�0HURLWLF�WRPE�HO�)HUHLNKD������ZLWK�

grave contents in situ.
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WRPEV@���������ZKLFK�ZH�FDOO�ULQJ�WRPEV��WKH�HQWUDQFH�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�JDLQHG�E\�D�SDLU�RI�SDUDOOHO�SDVVDJHV·�
������������6RPH�JUDYHV��VXFK�DV�7RPE����ZHUH�DFFHVVHG�E\�D�VLQJOH�GHVFHQGDU\�EXW�KDG�WZR�HQWUDQFHV�LQWR�
the tomb chamber. This tomb was also covered by a tumulus comprised of stone (Garstang et al��������
����SO��;;;9L�QR������7RPEV�����DQG������*DUVWDQJ�et al��������SOV�;;;,;�DQG�;/���IRU�H[DPSOH��H[KLELW�
two descendaries with openings into the tomb chamber blocked by a variety of materials, objects and 
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�IUDJPHQWV�LQ�UHXVH��+H�IXUWKHU�QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�EODFN�SRWWHU\�LQ�WKHVH�WRPEV�LV�RI�ÀQH�TXDOLW\�
RIWHQ�ZLWK� LQFLVHG�GHFRUDWLRQ�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ZKLWH�SDVWH�� ,URQ�ZHDSRQV��TXLYHUV�DQG�DUFKHU·V� ORRVHV�ZHUH�
DPRQJ� WKH�JUDYH�JRRGV��)LYH�GRXEOH�GHVFHQGDU\� WRPEV�ZHUH�H[FDYDWHG�DW�$NDG� �QRV���� ���� ���� ���DQG�
�����0RKDPHG�)DURXJ�$EGHOUDKPDQ�������0RKDPHG�)DURXJ�$EG�HO�5DKPDQ�������0RKDPHG�)DURXJ�DQG�
Tsakos 2005; Mohamed Faroug et al����������������ÀJV��������DQG�RQH�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�DW�.DQNDU��/HQREOH�
����D�����������FRQWDLQLQJ�JUDYH�JRRGV�RI�D�VLPLODU�QDWXUH��0DKPRXG�HO�7D\HE�����������QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�ULFK�
grave goods associated with this tomb type seems to indicate the individuals interred within belonged to 
an elite group or class within post-Meroitic society.

Reconnaissance in el-Fereikha, 1999
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�7RPE������PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��DQRWKHU�SRVW�0HURLWLF�WRPE�ZLWK�YHVVHOV��ODWHU�GHVLJQDWHG�
������ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�D�YLOODJH�PRVTXH�LQ������LQ�HO�)HUHLNKD�
�6DODK�0RKDPHG�$KPHG� ������ �)LJXUH� ���� )UDJPHQWV� RI� &KULVWLDQ� WRPEVWRQHV�ZHUH� DOVR� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�
QRUWK�HDVW�DUHD�RI�WKLV�PRVTXH�DQG�D�ÀUHG�EULFN�EHDULQJ�D�JUDIÀWR�LQ�*UHHN�UHDGLQJ�MNHA was discovered 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�YLOODJH�IXUWKHU�WR�WKH�QRUWK��6DODK�HO�GLQ�0RKDPHG�$KPHG�DQG�$QGHUVRQ��������������ÀJ�������
'XULQJ�WKH������VHDVRQ3� IXUWKHU�HIIRUWV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�GHÀQH�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�SRVW�0HURLWLF�FHPHWHU\�
located beneath el-Fereikha although the modern houses and lack of tomb superstructures and surface 
LQGLFDWLRQV�PDGH� WKLV� GLIÀFXOW�� )LUHG� EULFNV� XQFRYHUHG� GXULQJ� WKH� H[FDYDWLRQ� RI� D� QHZ� FHVVSLW� LQ� WKH�

3 Excavations and survey were conducted in el-Fereikha, Dangeil and in Berber from 24th February to 5th�$SULO��������7KH�WHDP�
included Salah Mohammed Ahmed, Julie Anderson, Gassim Hassan Naser, the late Salah Omer Al Sadig, Yassin Mohamed Saeed, 
and Hammad Ibrahim Ahmed (NCAM driver). The authors would also like to thank Diana Harlow for her assistance in preparing 
the images for this paper and the peer reviewers for their helpful comments.

)LJXUH����*RRJOH�(DUWK�LPDJH�VKRZLQJ�WKH�ORFDWLRQV�RI�HO�)HUHLNKD�PRVTXH�������SRVW�0HURLWLF�7RPEV������DQG�������

�����7ULDO�7UHQFKHV�����DQG�&HPHWHULHV�:7&�DQG�)5&�
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courtyard of a house situated to the north-west of the mosque was reported to the team and investigated.4 
6HYHUDO�ÀUHG�EULFN�IUDJPHQWV�DQG�D�IHZ�QRQ�GLDJQRVWLF�SRW�VKHUGV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�SDUW�RI�D�WRPE�FKDPEHU��
EXW�WKH�VLWH��%$$3�������ZDV�QRW�IXUWKHU�H[DPLQHG�DV�WKH�FHVVSLW�ZDV�LQ�XVH��7KH�EULFNV�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�
FRPH�IURP�D�EORFNDJH�FORVLQJ�WKH�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�WRPE��7KH�VLWH�PD\�EH�WHQWDWLYHO\�LGHQWLÀHG�DV�D�SRVW�
Meroitic grave.    

7KUHH�WULDO�VTXDUHV��77����P�[��P��77����P�[��P��77����P�[��P�5 were opened in a courtyard between 
��P�DQG���P�GLUHFWO\�QRUWK�RI�7RPE�������7KH�PRGHUQ�VXUIDFHV�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�DQG�XQGHUO\LQJ�OD\HUV�
cleaned to check for indications of tombs. These sondages yielded little results and no signs of ancient 
RFFXSDWLRQ�RU�FHPHWHU\�XVH�ZHUH�IRXQG��7R�VXPPDULVH��WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�HDFK�VTXDUH�ZDV�ÁDW�DQG�IHDWXUHOHVV��
A recent pit and jalous�ZDOO�ZLWK�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�FXW�ZDV�IRXQG�XQGHU�WKH�PRGHUQ�VXUIDFH�LQ�7UHQFK����$�
mixture of earth and animal dung lay beneath the courtyard surface in Trench 2. Postholes, possibly part 
RI�D�IRUPHU�VKHOWHU��ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�7UHQFK����7KH�ÀOO�RI�WKH�SRVW�KROHV�LQFOXGHG�ZRRG��FKDUFRDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�
pot sherds. 

Tomb 3/99
'XULQJ�UHFRQQDLVVDQFH�RI�WKH�YLOODJH��ZH�ZHUH�LQIRUPHG�WKDW�IROORZLQJ�WKH�UDLQ\�VHDVRQ�LQ�������D�ORUU\�
had become stuck and sunk into a deep hole in the road running beside the modern cemetery. The hole 
ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��P�LQ�GLDPHWHU��$IWHU�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�DFFXPXODWHG�PRGHUQ�GHEULV��&RQWH[W�����LQ�DQG�
around the hole, it became clear that the lorry had collapsed part of the roof of a burial chamber and a 
salvage excavation was initiated. There were no surface indications or superstructure to suggest that a 
tomb was present. The tomb was situated directly west of Estrahat el-Humri, a cemetery rest house named 
DIWHU�0RKDPHG�$EGHO�0DJLG�0RKDPHG�HO�+XPUL��DQG�ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����P�VRXWK�RI�%$$3�������WKH�
el-Fereikha mosque (Figures 4 and 5).6��,W�ZDV�GHVLJQDWHG������

A 3mx4m square was opened over the hole and excavation of the chamber was conducted through 
WKH�KROH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�DQ�LGHD�RI�WKH�JUDYH·V�RULHQWDWLRQ�DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQ��$�OD\HU�RI�URRI�WXPEOH�ZDV�
UHPRYHG�XQGHU�ZKLFK�OD\�D�ÀQH�WH[WXUHG�VDQG\�HDUWK�ÀOO�GHYRLG�RI�LQFOXVLRQV��7KH�WRPE�FKDPEHU�ZDV�
RYDO�PHDVXULQJ����P�HDVW�ZHVW�DQG����P�QRUWK�VRXWK��DQG�RULJLQDOO\�ZDV����P�KLJK��,W�ZDV�VLPLODU�LQ�VKDSH�
WR�WKDW�RI�%$$3�������DOWKRXJK�VOLJKWO\�VPDOOHU��)LJXUHV���DQG�����7ZR�HQWUDQFHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�HDVW�
VLGH�RI�WKH�FKDPEHU��%RWK�ZHUH�UHFWDQJXODU�LQ�VKDSH�ZLWK�WKH�VRXWK�FXW�PHDVXULQJ�����P�[�����P�DQG�WKH�
QRUWK�EHLQJ�����P�[�����P��)LJXUHV���DQG�����$Q�LUUHJXODU�OHQV�RI�FRPSOHWH�ÀUHG�EULFNV�����PP�[����PP�
[���PP��DQG�KDOI�EULFNV�PL[HG�ZLWK�WKH�WRPE�HDUWK�ÀOO�OD\�EHQHDWK�WKH�QRUWK�HQWUDQFH�VXJJHVWLQJ�LW�KDG�
EHHQ�EORFNHG�DQG�EULFN�IUDJPHQWV�ZHUH�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�ÀOO�RI�WKH�GRRU��1R�HYLGHQFH�IRU�D�GRRU�EORFNDJH�ZDV�
found in the south opening but this may have remained undiscovered as it was not possible to proceed 
further eastward, for safety reasons. 

The organic material in the tomb (bone and wood) was largely reduced to powder, and the grave goods 
were fragmentary and found in disarray. The ceramics were post-Meroitic in date. Small bone fragments 
DQG�SRZGHU��&RQWH[W�����OD\�EHQHDWK�SLHFHV�RI�D�OLEDWLRQ�YHVVHO��A������DQG�D�FRQLFDO�EODFN�VSLQGOH�ZKRUO�
�A������ZDV�IRXQG�RQ�WRS�RI�SRZGHU\�WUDFHV�RI�D�ZRRGHQ�EHDP��A�������)LJXUHV����DQG������0RUH�ERQH�
powder (Context 20) was situated beneath the north door and associated with numerous faience and 
JODVV�EHDGV��VRPH�JLOGHG��A������A������A������A������A�������)LJXUHV���DQG�����%DVHG�RQ�WKH�JUDYH�JRRGV�DQG�

4 Contemporary with the reconnaissance in el-Fereikha, a survey of monuments in Berber was undertaken by the late Salah Omer 
$O�6DGLJ�DQG�*DVVLP�+DVVDQ�1DVHU��%HUEHU�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�GHVLJQDWLRQ�%$$3������ZLWK� LQGLYLGXDO�PRQXPHQWV� IXUWKHU�
GHOLQHDWHG��VHH�6DODK�2PHU�$O�6DGLJ��������$Q�LQLWLDO�FDUWRJUDSKLF�VXUYH\�RI�'DQJHLO���������ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�<DVVLQ�0RKDPHG�
Saeed.
5 Measurements north-south by east-west. 
6�6HH�IXUWKHU�6DODK�0RKDPPHG�$KPHG�������6DODK�HO�'LQ�0RKDPHG�$KPHG�DQG�$QGHUVRQ����������
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number of entrances, it is possible that two deceased female 
individuals were interred in the tomb; however, the human 
remains were too fragmentary to make any determination of 
sex, age or number of individuals.

To determine the type and length of the descendary into 
the tomb, two squares were opened adjacent to the rest house 
ZDOO��RQH�LQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ·V�LQWHULRU�DQG�RQH�RQ�WKH�H[WHULRU��DV�
WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LWVHOI�FRXOG�QRW�EH�UHPRYHG��)LJXUH������$FFHVV�WR�
the tomb was gained via a single east-west orientated sloping 
descendary c. 3.5m in length with two steps at the east end 
�)LJXUHV����DQG������7KH�ÀOO�RI� WKH�UDPS��&RQWH[WV����DQG�����
comprised loose sandy earth with dark gravel and grey-white 
subsoil inclusions. The tomb had been robbed in antiquity and a 
UREEHU�KROH�FXW�WKURXJK�WKH�GHVFHQGDU\·V�ÀOO�ZLWK�DFFHVV�E\�WKH�
robbers being gained through the north door. As several of the 
ceramic sherds displayed tooth marks it appears that following 
the robbery in antiquity the tomb remained open for a time 
and was occupied by foxes. It also experienced extensive water 
damage following the lorry accident. Despite the poor state in 

)LJXUH����9LHZ�QRUWK�IURP�&HPHWHU\�:7&�WRZDUGV�WKH Estrahat el-Humri ZLWK�WKH�HO�)HUHLNKD�PRVTXH������ORFDWHG�

under the red dot.

)LJXUH� ��� 7RPE� ����� DW� WKH� VWDUW� RI�

excavation.
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)LJXUH����1RUWK�VRXWK�VHFWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�WRPE�FKDPEHU�RI������

)LJXUH����7RS�SODQ�RI�WKH�WRPE�FKDPEHU�RI������
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which the tomb was found after the robbery, the grave goods, although fragmentary and scattered, 
suggest that it had been a richly endowed elite burial and the deceased well provided for in the afterlife.   

7KH�ÀQGV
7KH�ÀQGV�IURP�7RPE������LQFOXGHG�FHUDPLFV��ZRRG�DQG�EHDGV��7KH�ÀQGVSRWV�RI�REMHFWV�A�����WR�A�����DUH�
VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH����The ceramics, all fragmentary, included a libation bottle, bowl, cup and spindle whorl. 
All were handmade and the vessels were black-burnished. The libation bottle was globular in shape with 
D�PD[LPXP�GLDPHWHU�RI����PP�DQG�KHLJKW�RI����PP��ULP�GLDPHWHU�RI�����PP�DQG�D�WKLFNQHVV�RI��PP�
�A������)LJXUHV��������������'HFRUDWLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�XSSHU�QHFN�FRQVLVWHG�RI� IRXU�XQLWV�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKUHH�
SDUDOOHO�HOHPHQWV�RI�LPSUHVVHG�]LJ]DJV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ZKLWH�SDVWH��6RPH�RI�WKH�ERG\�IUDJPHQWV�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ�
DQG�DQLPDO�WRRWK�PDUNV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RQ�VHYHUDO�VKHUGV��7KLV�ERWWOH�LV�VLPLODU�WR�2EMHFW������IURP�7RPE�
������$QGHUVRQ�DQG�6DODK�HOGLQ�0RKDPHG�$KPHG������������$�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�YHVVHOV�PD\�EH�
IRXQG�LQ�/HQREOH���������������E�����������

7KH�VOLJKWO\�ORSVLGHG��ÁDW�ULPPHG�ERZO��A������)LJXUH�����KDG�D�GLDPHWHU�RI����PP��D�PD[LPXP�KHLJKW�
RI���PP��DQG�D�ULP�WKLFNQHVV�RI��PP��7KH�EDVH�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�URXQGHG�DQG�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ULP�DQG�ERG\�ZHUH�
PLVVLQJ��$�WKLQ�JURRYH��ZLGWK��PP��UDQ�DURXQG�WKH�LQWHULRU��PP�EHORZ�WKH�ULP��7KH�ULP�ZDV�GHFRUDWHG�
with four sets of impressed decoration placed equidistant around the rim. Each was 60mm long and 
consisted of a series of triangular wedges. 

7KH�FXS��A�������)LJXUH�����KDG�D�URXQGHG�LQ�WXUQHG�ULP�DQG�D�JOREXODU�ERG\��,W�ZDV���PP�LQ�GLDPHWHU�

)LJXUH����1RUWK�HQWUDQFH�LQWR�WKH�WRPE�FKDPEHU��IDFLQJ�

east.

)LJXUH����6RXWK�HQWUDQFH�LQWR�WKH�WRPE�FKDPEHU��

facing east.

)LJXUH�����/LEDWLRQ�ERWWOH��A�������in situ. )LJXUH�����6SLQGOH�ZKRUO��A������in situ on top of 

ZRRG�IUDJPHQWV�DQG�SRZGHU��A������
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)LJXUH�����7RS�SODQ�RI�H[FDYDWHG�DUHD�

)LJXUH�����(DVW�ZHVW�VHFWLRQ�RI�H[FDYDWHG�DUHD�
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DQG�SUHVHUYHG�WR�D�KHLJKW�RI���PP�ZLWK�D�ULP�
thickness of 5mm.mm. Impressed decoration on 
the exterior comprised of three vertical lines 
attached to two horizontal zigzag lines running 
around the rim. This was repeated four times. 
The interior of the cup was burnished around 
the rim. This vessel had been broken in antiquity 
and further dispersed by animals. Animal tooth 
marks were present on several sherds and the 
base and part of the rim were missing.

$� SRRUO\� ÀUHG�� FRQH�VKDSHG� VSLQGOH� ZKRUO�
ZLWK� D� KROH� SLHUFHG� WKURXJK� LWV� FHQWUH� �A������
Figure 20) was found lying on top of traces of 
SRZGHU\�ZRRG��A������)LJXUH������7KH�GLVF�WDSHUV�

from the central hole down towards the edge, and it appears lozenge-shaped from the side. It was 45mm 
in diameter, 26mm thick and the hole was 5mm in diameter. The upper face was decorated with incised 
OLQHV� �PP�ZLGH��ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ZKLWH� DQG� UHG�SDVWH��7KH�GHFRUDWLRQ�ZDV� UHSHDWHG� IRXU� WLPHV� DURXQG� WKH�
FHQWUDO�KROH��$�WULDQJXODU�VKDSHG�JUDIÀWR�ZDV�VFUDWFKHG�RQ�WKH�UHYHUVH�VLGH�RI�WKH�REMHFW��,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
WR�QRWH�WKDW�VLPLODU�WULDQJXODU�JUDIÀWL�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQVFULEHG�RQ�WKH�H[WHULRU�RI�WKUHH�VKDOORZ�ERZOV�����
����������������$QGHUVRQ�DQG Salaheldin Mohammed Ahmed�������������������LQ�HO�)HUHLNKD�7RPE�������
3HUKDSV�WKLV�PDUN�ZDV�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�WR�GHQRWH�RZQHUVKLS�E\�D�SDUWLFXODU�
group or individual, or it may have had an apotropaic meaning. Analogous spindle whorls, though lacking 
WKH�JUDIÀWR��KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�IRU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�0HURH�FHPHWHU\��*DUVWDQJ�et al�������������

7KH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZRRG�WUDFHV��A������)LJXUHV���DQG�����ZHUH�FRPSULVHG�RI�WKUHH�VHJPHQWV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�
brownish-red in colour and of a very powdery consistency, or were represented simply as negative 
LPSUHVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�WRPE�ÁRRU��7KH�ORQJHVW�IUDJPHQW���P�[���PP��ZDV�D�QHJDWLYH�LPSUHVVLRQ�UXQQLQJ�
QRUWK�HDVW�VRXWK�ZHVW��7KH�PLGGOH�VHFWLRQ�����PP�[���PP��UDQ�QRUWK�VRXWK�DQG�ZDV�ODUJHO\�D�QHJDWLYH�
LPSUHVVLRQ�ZLWK�VRPH�ZRRG�SRZGHU�DW�WKH�VRXWK�HQG��7KH�VPDOOHVW��VRXWKHUQ�PRVW�IUDJPHQW�����PP�[�
��PP��ZDV�RULHQWDWHG�QRUWK�VRXWK�DQG�ERUH�WUDFHV�RI�ZRRG�SRZGHU�ZLWKLQ�DQ�LPSUHVVLRQ��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�
the wood was from the remnants of a bed or a loom (based upon the close proximity to the spindle whorl), 
but due to the limited nature of the remains it was not possible to determine any original structure or 
features. 

%HDGV��A������������������)LJXUHV���DQG�����IRUPHG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�QXPEHU�RI�ÀQGV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WRPE��QXPEHULQJ�
����LQ�WRWDO��$OO�ZHUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SRZGHU\�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WKDW�KDG�ODLG�FORVHVW�WR�WKH�
north entrance, whereas the spindle whorl, wood fragments, libation bottle and bowl appear to have 
accompanied the individual laid in the southern part of the tomb (as determined by the distribution of 
bone powder). Bead types included turquoise-coloured cylindrical and round faience barrel beads, some 
of which displayed wear around the hole edges; small round yellow, light blue, black, brown and light 
JUHHQ�JODVV�EHDGV��OLJKW�JUHHQ�F\OLQGULFDO�JODVV�EHDGV�ZLWK�ÁDW�HQGV��DQG�round glass beads dark dusty-
grey in colour. These latter beads are of interest as a bead of this type bore traces of gilding, suggesting 
WKDW�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�VHYHUDO�JLOGHG�EHDGV�LQFOXGHG�DPRQJ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�LQGLYLGXDO·V�DGRUQPHQWV�

The development of the cemeteries
%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�������UHVFXH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQPRVW�DUHD�RI�:DG�7RXP�FHPHWHU\�
�:7&���)LJXUH�����QDPHG�DIWHU�WKH�DGMDFHQW�,VODPLF�FHPHWHU\��ZKHQ�0HURLWLF�FHUDPLFV��KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�DQG�

)LJXUH�����(DVW�HQG�RI�GHVFHQGDU\�IDFLQJ�ZHVW�ZLWK�UHVW�

house wall in the background.
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2EMHFW Field 
number ^

Dimensions (mm) Description

Beads 
���

���� a. L: 4.5-5; Th: 4; 
+ROH�'�������
b. L: 4; Th: 5; Hole 
D: 2
c. D: 4; Th: 2; Hole 
'���
d. '�����7K�����+ROH�
'���

a. 5 cylindrical faience barrel beads, turquoise colour.  

b.���URXQG�IDLHQFH�EHDG��WXUTXRLVH�FRORXU���

c. ��URXQG�JODVV�GLVF�EHDG��OLJKW�JUHHQ��%HDG�LV�ORSVLGHG�
with hole off-centre.  

d. ��VPDOO�OLJKW�JUHHQ��URXQG�JODVV�GLVF�EHDG�

Beads 
(4)

���� a. L: 5; D 4; Hole 
D: 2
b. L: 4; Th: 4.5; Hole 
D: 2

a. 3 cylindrical faience barrel beads, turquoise colour.

b. ��F\OLQGULFDO�IDLHQFH�EDUUHO�EHDG��WXUTXRLVH�FRORXU�

Beads 
����

���� a. L: 4.5-5; D: 4-4.5; 
Hole D: 2
b. L: 6; D: 5; Hole 
D: 2
c. '�����7K�����+ROH�
'���
d. D: 5; Th: 3.5; 
Hole D: 2
D: 4; Th: 2.5; Hole 
'���
'�����7K�����+ROH�'���
e. D: 3.5; Th: 3; Hole 
'��������

a. 22 cylindrical turquoise faience beads.
  
b. 2 cylindrical turquoise faience barrel beads.

c. 42 small round glass disc beads.  5 rust brown, 6 
\HOORZ�����OLJKW�JUHHQ

d. 3 light green, cylindrical glass beads

e. 5 round glass beads dark, dusty grey colour. 

Beads 
����

���� a. L: 5; Th: 4; Hole 
D: 2
b.�'�����7K�����+ROH�
'���
c. '�����+ROH�'�����
Th: 2.5

a. �����F\OLQGULFDO��WXUTXRLVH�IDLHQFH�EDUUHO�EHDGV�

b. ���VPDOO�URXQG�JODVV�GLVF�EHDGV�����EODFN����OLJKW�EOXH��
��UXVW�EURZQ�����\HOORZ�����OLJKW�JUHHQ�

c. ½ bead, round glass disc, greyish brown. Traces of 
gilding.

Beads 
(2)

���� L: 5; Th: 4; Hole D: 2
L: 6; Th: 4; Hole D: 2

2 cylindrical turquoise-coloured faience barrel beads.

)LJXUH�����%HDGV�IURP�HO�)HUHLNKD�������7KH�IROORZLQJ�DEEUHYLDWLRQV�DUH�XVHG��'���'LDPHWHU��7K���7KLFNQHVV��/�²�

Length.
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)LJXUH�����/LEDWLRQ�ERWWOH�A����� )LJXUH�����/LEDWLRQ�ERWWOH�A������UHFRQVWUXFWHG��:KLWH�

paste is visible in the incised decoration.

)LJXUH�����%RZO�A����� )LJXUH�����&XS�A������

)LJXUH�����6SLQGOH�ZKRUO�A������IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��REYHUVH�IDFH��SURÀOH��UHYHUVH�IDFH�
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ÀUHG�EULFN�IUDJPHQWV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�D�GUDLQDJH�GLWFK�GXJ�EHVLGH�WKH�URDG��/RFDO�LQKDELWDQWV�DOVR�PHQWLRQHG�
that such items appeared in the modern Islamic cemetery during its use. No evidence for superstructures 
ZHUH� LGHQWLÀHG�� 7RPE� GHVFHQGDULHV� ZHUH� LGHQWLÀHG� E\� UHPRYLQJ� c�� ���PP� RI� WKH� RYHUO\LQJ�PRGHUQ�
VXUIDFH�UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�ZKLWLVK�RXWOLQHV�RI�WKH�ÀOOV�ZLWKLQ�WKHP��)LJXUH������7KH�GHVFHQGDULHV�DUH�LQFOLQHG�
from east to west with the tomb chamber in the west, and are roughly triangular in shape. The eastern 
HQGV�DUH� VOLJKWO\�URXQGHG��%\����������0HURLWLF�JUDYHV�KDG�EHHQ�H[FDYDWHG� LQ�:7&�� A magnetometer 
survey running north-south was conducted on the western and southern sides of the modern Islamic 
cemetery in an attempt to determine the number of graves in the area and the cemetery boundaries.� The 
VXUYH\�FRYHUHG��������P2 and numerous anomalies, probably tomb chambers, were visible (Figure 22).� 

The el-Fereikha cemetery (FRC) consists of a series of low gravel mounds (c. 25m east-west by 200m 
QRUWK�VRXWK��UXQQLQJ�SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�1LOH��ZHVW�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�,VODPLF�FHPHWHU\�DQG�QRUWK�ZHVW�RI�:7&��
5HVFXH�H[FDYDWLRQV�EHJDQ�KHUH�LQ������DIWHU�LOOLFLW�GLJJLQJ�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG��0HURLWLF�VKHUGV��DQ�RIIHULQJ�
WDEOH��DQG�ÀUHG�EULFN�IUDJPHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��([FDYDWLRQV�KDYH�UHYHDOHG�0HURLWLF��SRVW�
Meroitic and medieval Christian graves.���%DVHG�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�NQRZQ�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�JUDYHV�DFURVV�:7&��
FRC and under el-Fereikha village (Figure 3) and the discovery of fragments of Christian tombstones, it 

��:RUN�LQ�:7&�KDV�EHHQ�XQGHU�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�6DODK�0RKDPHG�$KPHG�DQG�0DKPRXG�6XOLPDQ�%DVKLU��ZLWK�ELRDUFKDHRORJLVWV�
Anna Pieri and Mohamed Saad Abdalab. See 0DKPRXG�6XOLPDQ�%DVKLU�DQG�$QGHUVRQ�������Anderson et al.��������������$QGHUVRQ� 
Mahmoud Suliman Bashir and Rihab Khidir elRasheed��������������$QGHUVRQ��Salah Mohammed Ahmed and Mahmoud Suliman 
�������������)RU�D�FRPSDUDEOH�0HURLWLF�FHPHWHU\�LQ�QHDUE\�%HUEHU�VHH�0DKPRXG�6XOLPDQ�%DVKLU������������
� The survey was directed by Mohamed Abdelwahab Mohamed-Ali from the Faculty of Earth Science and Mining, University of 
Dongola with assistance from Musaab Hussein Eltoum and Abdelhaleem Haroun Abou. A Geoscan Fluxgate Gradiometer (FM256) 
was used.
� As initially reported in Anderson et al.�������������
�� See further Anderson, Mahmoud Suliman Bashir and Rihab Khidir elRasheed��������������$QGHUVRQ�et al������������

)LJXUH�����&HPHWHU\�:7&��ZLWK�ZKLWH�RXWOLQH�RI�WRPE�GHVFHQGDU\�YLVLEOH��PDUNHG�E\�WKH�UHG�GRW��
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Figure 22. *HRVFDQ�ÁX[JDWH�JUDGLRPHWHU��)0�����UHVXOWV�LQ�&HPHWHU\�:7&��7KH�UHG�GRW�VKRZV�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�

7RPE������

PLJKW�EH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�FHPHWHU\�XVDJH�EHJDQ�GXULQJ�WKH�0HURLWLF�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�:7&�DQG�)5&�DUHDV��WKHQ�
the focus shifted northward and the FRC and el-Fereikha village regions were used during the later post-
Meroitic and medieval Christian periods. It is also interesting to note that thus far no post-Meroitic double 
GHVFHQGDU\�WRPEV�VXFK�DV������KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�LQ�)5&��7KLV�W\SH�RI�JUDYH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHVWULFWHG�WR�
an elite part of the cemetery east of FRC, now largely beneath el-Fereikha village. That the area beside 
:7&�DQG�)5&�UHPDLQV�LQ�XVH�DV�D�FHPHWHU\�DWWHVWV�WR�WKH�FKURQRORJLFDO�GHSWK�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ·V�RFFXSDWLRQ�
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