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The Sudan Archaeological 
Research Society – 
An Anniversary Tribute
The twentieth anniversary of  the Sudan Archaeological 
Research Society is surely an occasion for celebration, not 
just by the Society’s members but by all of  the peoples of  
the Sudan and Nubia.  SARS is in a very real sense their 
own voice, making known to the scholarly world the all-
too-little appreciated achievements of  their past. Local 
and regional archaeological societies are numerous, but I 
know of  no other in which there is such a close association 
between the studiers and the studied. The peoples whose 
remains we, the members, investigate are at the same time 
our neighbours, our friends, and our partners in excava-
tion.  There is a sense of  common purpose among us that 
is unique in my experience.

Some of  the features of  SARS are common to archaeo-
logical societies in general: its international membership, its 
regular meetings, and its scholarly journal. Beyond those 
things, though, the society is proactive in a way seldom seen 
in organizations of  this kind.  It conducts major salvage ex-
cavation programmes on behalf  of  the Sudan Government, 
in addition to its own ongoing research program; it maintains 
a comprehensive archive of  photographs, maps, and texts 
relating to Sudan’s archaeology, from its own work as well 
as that of  many other scholars; and it assists in the training 
of  young Sudanese scholars, and provides funds to assist 
them in attending conferences. Half  a century ago, I and 
the other members of  the UNESCO team were in effect the 
operational right arm of  the Sudan Antiquities Service (as it 
was then called), and I see SARS playing much the same role 
today, in its collaborative relationship with NCAM.

The publications of  SARS are its most lasting monuments.  
Sudan & Nubia, appearing promptly every year, is now the 
only journal in which one can keep abreast of  the latest exca-
vations and findings in the Sudan, without having to wait for 
years. And for personal reasons I have to pay special tribute 
to the monograph series, Sudan Archaeological Research Society 
Publications, which has just achieved its nineteenth number 
(almost one a year!). High-quality archaeological publica-
tions, with their numerous photos and tables, are expensive 
to produce, and they do not pay for themselves.  They rely 
on subsidized monograph series, which in my own discipline 
(American anthropology) are almost a vanishing breed, yet 
without them much of  our work becomes meaningless.  If  
you dig a site and don’t publish it, all you have done is to 
destroy a site!  But SARS has up to this point produced no 
fewer than ten monographs of  mine which would otherwise 
never have seen the light of  day, given the absence of  any 
other outlets. The Arabic summary which accompanies each 
volume is a welcome addition and an indication of  the So-
ciety’s sense of  responsibility toward the Sudanese people.

SARS does not of  course exist in a vacuum.  Though re-
ceiving no government support, it does receive institutional 
support from the British Museum, the Institute for Bioar-
chaeology, and of  course the Sudan National Corporation for 
Antiquities and Museums.  At the same time, the continuing 
support of  its members remains critical.

If  I were to seek a single word to describe SARS, that 
word would be “dynamic”—reflected both in the scope of  
its activities and the promptness with which it publishes both 
its journal and its monographs. But that dynamism is hardly 
more then the lengthened shadow of  the Society’s founder, 
Chairman, and Secretary, whose labors are beyond praise.  
May they, and the Society, long endure!   

William Y. Adams
Honorary President

Sir Laurence P. Kirwan
Honorary President 
1991-1999.

Professor William Y. Adams, Honorary President 1999-
(photo Courtesy of  the Egypt Exploration Society).
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