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%XLOGLQJ�(�DW�'DPER\D��WKH�WKLUG�DQG�ÀQDO�VHDVRQ
Gabrielle Choimet

$V�ZDV�SUHYLRXVO\�SUHVHQWHG��&KRLPHW��������������WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWH�RI�'DPER\D�LV�ORFDWHG�QRUWKHDVW�
RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�FLW\�RI�6KHQGL��DERXW��NP�VRXWKHDVW�RI�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWH�RI�HO�+DVVD��6LQFH�������LW�KDV�
been studied by the French Archaeology Unit in Khartoum (SFDAS) under the direction of Marc Maillot. 
Located on the north slope of the main hill where a royal palace was recently uncovered (see Maillot 
DQG�3RXGURX[��WKLV�YROXPH���%XLOGLQJ�(�LV�����P�ORQJ�DQG�����P�ZLGH��,WV�PDLQ�HQWUDQFH�LV�ORFDWHG�DW�WKH�
southern corner of the building and is preceded by a ramp nearly 4m long of which the pavement has 
now disappeared. The building was also accessed by a lateral entrance (either a ramp or a staircase) built 
along the southwest façade. 

Surface clearing was previously undertaken in this sector in 2020; on this occasion, a number of 
additional features were uncovered, including a second building to the southwest now known as Building 
+��)LJXUHV���DQG�����6WXG\�RI�WKH�LQWHULRU�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH������FDPSDLJQ�ZKHQ�VL[�URRPV�LQ�WKH�
eastern half of the building were excavated down to the foundation level. The remaining six rooms were 
excavated early this year (2022). Twelve sondages were dug inside and outside the structure below the 
foundation level to investigate the foundations of the walls, particularly at the corners. 

)LJXUH����$HULDO�SKRWR�RI�6HFWRU�(�DIWHU�WKH������H[FDYDWLRQV�VKRZLQJ�WKH�QHLJKERXULQJ�%XLOGLQJ�+�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�

the image (© SFDAS).
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Latest results from the 2022 campaign

This season enabled us to clarify certain points concerning the chronology of the construction of Building 
(��,W�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�QRUWKZHVW�ED\��5RRPV�(���WR�(����ZHUH�QRW�SHUIHFWO\�
aligned, nor even bonded with the rest of the structure, raising the question of whether or not they 
belonged to the original plan. In addition, several features abandoned during the construction were 
uncovered (Figure 2).

1R�HOHYDWLRQV�RU�ÁRRU�OHYHOV�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG��7KH�UHPDLQLQJ�ZDOOV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�D�SODWIRUP�
GHVLJQHG�WR�UDLVH�WKH�ÁRRU�LQVLGH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�GRRUV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�URRPV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�
a ramp and the elevation of the exterior ground level��PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHVWRUH�DQ�LQWHULRU�ÁRRU�OHYHO�
RI�DW�OHDVW����P�DERYH�WKH�H[WHULRU�JURXQG�OHYHO��&KRLPHW�������������$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�¶URRPV·�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�
FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�FRPSDUWPHQWV�RI�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�SODWIRUP��DQG�WKH�OD\HUV�H[FDYDWHG�LQVLGH�DUH�D�ÀOO�ODWHU�

��$YHUDJH�DOWLWXGH��������P�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO�

Figure 2. Plan of Building E and the northeast part of Building H (in grey) (© SFDAS).
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FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�EXLOGLQJ·V�ÁRRUV��RI�ZKLFK�QRWKLQJ�UHPDLQV�
Twelve sondages were made inside and outside the building. All the walls had foundations almost at the 

same level, since the foundation trenches were dug through a layer of almost sterile sand systematically 
stopping at the geological level of Nile silt, or a few centimetres above. The slight slope of the ground 
affected the foundations: the east corner was a few centimetres lower than the western and southern 
corners.2

&RQFHUQLQJ�5RRPV�(���WR�(����RXU�ÀUVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�ZDV�TXLFNO\�FRQÀUPHG��DQ�RULJLQDO�VTXDUH�EXLOGLQJ�
FRPSULVLQJ�QLQH�URRPV��5RRPV�(���WR�(����ZDV�H[WHQGHG�E\�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�D�IXUWKHU�WKUHH�URRP�DLVOH��
7KLV�ED\·V�IRXQGDWLRQV��DGGHG�DW�WKH�QRUWKZHVW��DUH�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��IRXU�
bricks in the foundation instead of six). Although the bonding appears less carefully made, the bricks are 
extremely similar, at least to the naked eye: it is thus probable that this must have taken place relatively 
VRRQ�DIWHU�WKH�HUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�QLQH�URRPV�

7KH�GLVWXUEDQFH�RI�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�ZHVW�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RI�&RUQHUV�)�����)�����DQG�
)�����)�����E\�ORRWHUV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�UHG�EULFNV��HQDEOHG�XV�WR�REVHUYH�WKDW�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�FRUQHUV�
RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�EXLOGLQJ��5RRPV�(����WR�(�����GLIIHUHG�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�IURP�WKRVH�RI�WKH�ODWHU�ED\��5RRPV�(�
���WR�(������7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ�OHYHO�RI�&RUQHU�)�����)�����VKRZV�DQ�DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYH�XVH�RI�FROXPQ�GUXPV�
�)LJXUH�����ZKROH�RU�IUDJPHQWDU\��DQG�LV�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKDW�REVHUYHG�LQ������LQ�URRP�(����DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�
WKH�H[WHUQDO�VRQGDJH�DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�FRUQHU�IRUPHG�E\�:DOOV�)�����DQG�)������&KRLPHW������������ÀJ��
����6LPLODU�FROXPQ�GUXPV�DUH�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�:DOO�)������QH[W�WR�WKH�FRUQHU�ZLWK�:DOO�)������
In contrast, the north and west corners of the building (which correspond to the external corners of the 

2�)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�QDWXUDO�OHYHOV�LQ�6HFWRU�(��VHH�&KRLPHW�����������

)LJXUH����&RUQHU�)�����)�����VKRZLQJ�WKH�UHXVH�RI�UHG�EULFN�FROXPQ�GUXPV�LQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�EXLOGLQJ�

(© SFDAS).
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ODWHU�ED\��&RUQHUV�)�����)�����DQG�)�����)�������VKRZ�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�IUDJPHQWDU\�
red bricks embedded in thick grey mortar. Moreover, these foundations are shallower and comprise only 
four courses of bricks instead of six (Figure 4). The presence of architectural pieces inside the masonry 
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV�IURP�D�ODUJH�HGLÀFH�ORFDWHG�QHDUE\�ZHUH�UHXVHG�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�
Building E. The outer façades were then coated with thick whitish plaster. The distribution and features 
of the fragments suggest that these façades were partly covered with yellow paint.

,QVLGH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��ZH�REVHUYHG�VWULNLQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�ÀOOLQJ�RI�WKH�FDVHPDWHV��5RRPV���DQG���DUH�
particularly remarkable since they consist exclusively of mudbrick and red brick fragments, architectural 
SLHFHV�VXFK�DV�VDQGVWRQH�RU�UHG�EULFN�FROXPQ�GUXPV��DOO�PL[HG�ZLWK�SLHFHV�RI�SODVWHU�DQG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
DPRXQW�RI�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�SODVWHU�DQG�SLJPHQW�SUHSDUDWLRQ��&KRLPHW����������������ÀJ�������

,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�RWKHU�URRPV�KDG�D�UDWKHU�VDQG\�RU�HYHQO\�PL[HG�ÀOOLQJ��DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�5RRP���ZKHUH�
OD\HUV�RI�UXEEOH�DOWHUQDWHG�ZLWK�VDQG\�OD\HUV�DQG�D�PXG�PDWUL[��&KRLPHW����������������ÀJ�������7KHVH�
variations may have been dictated by the availability of materials in the immediate vicinity of Building 
E, and not by any structural function. Nevertheless, the content of Rooms 2 and 3 could be explained by 
WKH�QHHG�WR�VXSSRUW�D�KHDY\�ÁRRU��IRU�H[DPSOH�PDGH�RI�UHG�EULFNV�RU�VDQGVWRQH�VODEV��&KRLPHW�������������
DOWKRXJK�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�ÁRRUV�DQG�ZDOOV�GRHV�QRW�DOORZ�XV�WR�VD\�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�
the different rooms.

$QRWKHU�VLJQLÀFDQW�GLVFRYHU\�ZDV�RI�VHYHUDO�FKDQJHV�PDGH�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��LQGLFDWLQJ�
on the one hand that a new plan was substituted for the initial project and, on the other hand, that some 
mistakes made had to be corrected. 

In Room E02, a trench c.�����P�ZLGH��)������ZDV�XQFRYHUHG�EHWZHHQ�LWV�WZR�ORQJ�ZDOOV��&KRLPHW�������
�����ÀJ�� ����� ,QWHQGHG� IRU� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQV� RI� D�ZDOO�� LW�ZDV�QHYHU�XVHG� DQG� ODWHU�ÀOOHG�ZLWK� WKH� VDPH�
FRPSDFW�ÀOOLQJ�DV�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�URRP��,Q�5RRP����WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�D�ZDOO��)�������VLWXDWHG�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
:DOO�)������DOVR�LQGLFDWH�D�FKDQJH��WKH�ZDOO�EHLQJ�VKLIWHG�E\�����P�WRZDUGV�WKH�QRUWKZHVW��5RRP�(���WKH�
VPDOOHVW�LQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DW�RQO\����P2 (Figure 5).

7KH�UHPDLQV�RI�D�SUREDEOH�VWDLUFDVH� �)������ZHUH� IRXQG� LQ�WKH�VRXWK�FRUQHU�RI�5RRP�(����)LJXUHV���
DQG�����%XLOW�GLUHFWO\�RQ� WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ� OHYHO�ZLWKRXW�DQ\� IRXQGDWLRQV�� LW� FRQVLVWHG�RI�D� URZ�RI� IRXU�
VWUHWFKHUV�DORQJ�)������SUHFHGHG�E\�D�c. ����P�ZLGH�ÀOOLQJ�RI�KHDGHUV�DQG�EURNHQ�EULFNV�UHVWLQJ�RQ�D�EHG�
RI�EULFNV�RQ�HGJH��WKH�ZKROH�FDUHIXOO\�IDFHG�ZLWK�D�URZ�RI�UHG�EULFN�KHDGHUV��:KHQ�H[FDYDWHG��)�����KDG�
VHYHQ�FRXUVHV�DORQJ�:DOO�)�����DQG�D�VLQJOH�FRXUVH�RI�UHG�EULFNV�DW�WKH�RWKHU�HQG��$V�WKH�VWDLUFDVH�KDG�
not been cut by adjoining wall F 006, this probably means that this feature was never completed, but 
ZDV�DEDQGRQHG�GXULQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��,W�LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�RULJLQDO�SODQ�ZDV�D�ODWHUDO�
entrance - like F 004 on the southwest side of the building - or if it was perpendicular to the ephemeral 
IDoDGH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�:DOO�)������+RZHYHU��WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�)�������HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�OD\RXW�DQG�
width - makes a side entrance more likely. 

7KH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�DGG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�ED\�RQ�WKH�QRUWKZHVW�VLGH�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�PRGLÀFDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�DFFHVV��LQLWLDOO\�SODQQHG�IRU�WKH�QRUWKZHVW�ZDOO�RI�5RRP�(����LW�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�UHSODFHG�E\�
DQ�DFFHVV�LQ�WKH�VRXWKZHVW�ZDOO�RI�5RRP�(����7KLV�HQWUDQFH��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�)RXQGDWLRQ�7UHQFK�)�����DQG�
:DOO�)������LV�IXUWKHU�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�FKDQJH�RI�SODQ�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�WKDW�
resulted in the addition of three new rooms. 

)LQDOO\�� RQ� WKH� VRXWKHDVW� VLGH�RI�5RRPV��� DQG���� D�ZDOO�ZDV� IRXQG� LQ������� VOLJKWO\�RIIVHW� IURP� WZR�
SDUWLWLRQ�ZDOOV�SDUWO\�EXLOW�RQ�WRS�RI�LW��&KRLPHW����������������ÀJ�������,W�LV�QRZ�FOHDU�WKDW�WKLV�IHDWXUH��)�
�����FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�D�PLVDOLJQPHQW�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW�KDG�WR�EH�FRUUHFWHG�ZLWK�QHZ�ZDOOV��)�����
DQG�)������

Regarding the construction characteristics of Building E, it should be added that, like Building H 3000 
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)LJXUH����&RUQHUV�)�����)������DERYH��DQG�)�����)������EHORZ��VKRZLQJ�EURNHQ�UHG�EULFNV�LQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�

new aisle (© SFDAS).
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)LJXUH����:DOO�)�����ZLWK�:DOO�)�����LQ�WKH�EDFNJURXQG��YLHZ�IURP�WKH�VRXWK����6)'$6��

)LJXUH����6WDLUFDVH�)������YLHZ�IURP�WKH�QRUWKZHVW����6)'$6��
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)LJXUH����6WDLUFDVH�)������YLHZ�IURP�DERYH����6)'$6��

at Hamadab, Building E at Damboya seems to have been designed using the Egyptian metric system, 
VSHFLÀFDOO\�WKH�UR\DO�FXELW��7KH�RULJLQDO�VTXDUH�EXLOGLQJ�PHDVXUHG�H[DFWO\����FXELWV�HDFK�VLGH��WKH�DGGLWLRQ�
of the extra bay bringing it to 40 cubits by 30 cubits.3 The original square was probably then subdivided 
LQWR�WKUHH�ED\V�PHDVXULQJ�������DQG���FXELWV�ZLGH�UHVSHFWLYHO\��)LJXUH�����$V�ZLWK�%XLOGLQJ�+�������LW�PD\�
have been at this point that the original grid deviated slightly with the digging of Foundation Trench 
)������ZKLFK�ZDV� HYHQWXDOO\� DEDQGRQHG� WR� FRUUHFW� WKH�RULJLQDO� D[LV� �)LJXUH�����7KLV�GRHV�QRW� VHHP� WR�
KDYH�FUHDWHG�D�SUREOHP�EHWZHHQ�5RRPV�(����DQG�(�����VLQFH�WKH�RULJLQDO�ZDOO��KHUH�ODEHOOHG�)������ZDV�
SUHVHUYHG��EXW�WKH�VOLJKW�RIIVHW�WR�:DOOV�)�����DQG�)�����LQGLFDWHV�D�ODWHU�DGMXVWPHQW���+RZHYHU��WKH�VKLIW�
RI�:DOO�)�����DIWHU� WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�:DOO�)�����DW� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ�VWDJH� LV�GHOLEHUDWH�DQG�SUREDEO\�
FRXOG�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�VSHFLÀF�IXQFWLRQ�RI�5RRP�(����ZKLFK�ZDV�WKXV�UHGXFHG��$�VWDLUZHOO�OHDGLQJ�WR�
WKH�XSSHU�OHYHO�PLJKW�EH�UHVWRUHG�KHUH��,Q�5RRP�(����WKH�GDWD�LV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�LQVXIÀFLHQW�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�
DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�7UHQFK�)�����

$QRWKHU�VLJQLÀFDQW�IHDWXUH�GLVFRYHUHG�GXULQJ�WKH������FDPSDLJQ�LV�%XLOGLQJ�+��D�ODUJH�EXLOGLQJ�VLWXDWHG�
immediately to the southwest of Building E, the presence of which was suspected in 2020 after the discovery 
of two mudbrick walls perpendicular to each other – F 025 and F 026 – and because of the presence of a 
large number of red bricks and plaster fragments on the surface. Four more walls probably belonging to 
this second structure were uncovered during the 2022 campaign, of which at least the exterior walls seem 
WR�KDYH�EHHQ�EXLOW�RI�UHG�EULFNV��)LJXUHV���DQG�����

Chronology of Sector E
$V�REVHUYHG�RQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VLWH��WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�6HFWRU�(�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�TXLWH�VKRUW��7KH�ÀOOLQJ�

3�7KH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�UR\DO�FXELW�GXULQJ�WKH�1HZ�.LQJGRP�LV�EHWZHHQ�������DQG������P��&DUORWWL������������
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)LJXUH����6NHWFK�SODQ�LOOXVWUDWLQJ�WKH�SUREDEOH�XVH�RI�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�UR\DO�FXELW�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(�

)LJXUH����/RVV�RI�WKH�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�:DOO�)�����DQG�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZLWK�:DOOV�)�����DQG�)�����
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RI�WKH�FDVHPDWHV�KDV�EHHQ�GDWHG�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH��st century AD by the ceramic material and 
WKLV�ZDV�FRQÀUPHG�E\�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�D�0HURLWLF�RVWUDFRQ�GDWHG�EHWZHHQ�$'����DQG�����&KRLPHW�������
�����ÀJ������7KH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VXUIDFH�PDWHULDO�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH��st century AD and the beginning of 
the 2nd century. In contrast to nearby areas A and G (see Maillot and Poudroux 2022), nothing predating 
Building E was found in this sector. Only a few sherds, some lithic material and ashy spots in the sand 
dune on which the building was built prove that there was human activity before the second half of the 
�st century AD. 

During the last campaign, surface cleaning started along the southwest façade of Building E, with the 
aim of clarifying its relationship with neighbouring structures, some of which leaned against it. On this 
RFFDVLRQ��ZH�LGHQWLÀHG�D�UHRFFXSDWLRQ�SKDVH��ERWK�DORQJ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�SUREDEO\�DOVR�LQVLGH��DOWKRXJK�
these remains were heavily eroded. This later phase consists of several large vessels set into the ground 
DQG�XVHG�DV�GRPHVWLF�RYHQV��)LJXUH������,Q�5RRP�(���WZR�RI�WKHVH�ÀULQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�ZHUH�LQVWDOOHG�DIWHU�
WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�%XLOGLQJ�(��RQH�DORQJ�:DOO�)������)������DQG�WKH�RWKHU�RQH�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�
FDVHPDWH��)�������)�����DFWXDOO\�FRQWDLQHG�WZR�MDUV�SODFHG�XSVLGH�GRZQ�LQVLGH�HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�MDU�RQ�WKH�
outside had a short neck but no decoration, while the smaller was a globular vessel without a neck but 
painted with ankh motifs on lunar crescents. Around these, the sand was slightly reddened and hardened 
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�UHSHDWHG�KHDWLQJ��7KH�LQWHULRU�RI�ERWK�MDUV�ZDV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�VDQG��DVKHV�DQG�FKDUFRDO��VRPH�RI�
ZKLFK�ZHUH�LVRODWHG�DQG�FROOHFWHG��2XWVLGH�%XLOGLQJ�(��DW�OHDVW�WZR�RWKHU�ÀULQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�
DORQJ�:DOO�)������&HUDPLFV�)�����DQG�)�������3UREDEO\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZHUH�D�IHZ�ORZ�UHG�EULFN�ZDOOV���PRVW�
RI�WKHP�UHGXFHG�WR�D�VLQJOH�FRXUVH���VXFK�DV�)�����DQG�)�����DQG�D�VDQG\�DVK\�GXPS�DUHD�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ODUJH�
quantities of broken bricks, sherds and burnt animal bones.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHODWLYH�KRPRJHQHLW\�RI�WKH�SRWWHU\�LQ�6HFWRU�(��WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�SKDVHV�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�
relatively close in time. In this respect, it is interesting to recall that a large number of cracks were 

)LJXUH�����5HG�EULFN�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�:DOO�)�����RI�%XLOGLQJ�+��YLHZ�IURP�WKH�QRUWKHDVW����6)'$6��
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observed throughout the building, sometimes extending down to the underlying Nile silt layer. This is 
reminiscent of observations at Naga and el-Hassa: an earthquake might have heavily damaged the temple 
RI�$PXQ�DW�1DJD��DQG�DOVR�WKH�FXOW�FRPSOH[�RI�HO�+DVVD��5LOO\����������������5RQGRW�DQG�1RJDUD�����������

Finally, a third phase of occupation in Sector E is represented by the establishment, probably in the 
Christian period, of a relatively large necropolis at Damboya. Nine burials were discovered in Sector E but, 
as the slope of the kom means greater erosion on its edges, and as the burials are generally located in the 
XSSHU�OD\HUV��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�RQH�RU�PRUH�WRPEV�KDYH�QRZ�GLVDSSHDUHG��ZKLFK�VHHPV�WR�EH�FRQÀUPHG�
by the recurrent discovery of scattered human bones.

Except for a secondary deposit containing the skeletal remains of two adults, all graves in Sector E are 
primary deposits and individual burials - among which two immature individuals were found – like those 
found in Sectors A and G.4 All bar one were placed in a supine position, sometimes slightly inclined to 
WKH�ULJKW�RU�WKH�OHIW��1R�IXQHUDU\�PDWHULDO�ZDV�IRXQG�DSDUW�IURP�D�IHZ�JODVV�EHDGV��*UDYH�)�����WKHUHIRUH�
VWDQGV�RXW��DV�WKH�GHFHDVHG�KDG�EHHQ�EXULHG�ZLWK�DQ�LURQ�EUDFHOHW�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�IRUHDUP��D�JODVV�ÁDVN�RQ�WKH�
OHIW�VLGH�DQG�D�EURQ]H�ULQJ�RQ�WKH�FKHVW��SRVVLEO\�ZRUQ�RQ�D�VWULQJ��)LJXUH�����

Remarks
The closest parallel to this type of rectangular casemate building is at Jebel Barkal, in the district of 
$EDVL\D��ZKLFK�LV� ORFDWHG�DERXW����P�QRUWKHDVW�RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��+HUH��D�6SDQLVK�PLVVLRQ�H[FDYDWHG�D�
UHFWDQJXODU�PXGEULFN�EXLOGLQJ�� ��P� ORQJ� DQG� ��P�ZLGH�� ,WV� ��� URRPV� DUH� RUJDQLVHG� LQ� WKUHH�ED\V�� RI�
ZKLFK�WKH�FHQWUDO�RQH�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�ZLGHU��OLNH�WKDW�DW�'DPER\D��$OVR�EXLOW�RQ�D�SRGLXP��WKLV�KDG�LWV�ÁRRU�
level about 0.40m higher than the exterior ground level. It was accessed by a ramp or a staircase near the 
northwest corner, but a second access near the northeast corner has been considered probable (Diaz de 
&HULR��������������

In view of this, it seems that these types of rectangular buildings built on podiums usually have a 
monumental entrance, relatively well-ordered bricklaying and were carefully decorated. They can be 
distinguished from palaces as they seem to systematically follow a tripartite plan, with the central bay 
being larger than the other two. They also lack the usual batteries of elongated magazines often found 
within palaces and, given the narrow width of the foundations5� �����P� IRU� WKH�RXWHU�ZDOOV�DQG�����P�
IRU�WKH�LQQHU�ZDOOV��DQG�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�URRPV��ZH�FDQ�SUREDEO\�DOVR�H[FOXGH�D�VHFRQG�ÁRRU��/DVWO\��WKH\�
are closely associated with cultic areas. In that regard, one thing worth mentioning about Building E 
at Damboya is that it yielded a great number of open ceramic containers (c. 250mm in diameter) with 
WUDFHV�RI�ÀUH�RQ�WKHLU�LQQHU�ZDOOV��ZKLFK�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�DV�ODPSV�RU�WR�EXUQ�DURPDWLF�IUDJUDQFHV��$�
religious function is thus expected although the details of the activities performed inside these buildings 
remain unclear. In any case, Building E is quite representative of its category, not to mention the fact that 
by excavating underneath the construction level, we gained a considerable understanding of its layout 
and building sequence.

4 )RU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV�RQ�WKH�JUDYHV�DQG�WKH�FRQWHQWV��VHH�&KRLPHW���������������
5 ,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�XVXDOO\�VOLJKWO\�ZLGHU�WKDQ�ZDOOV��,Q�%XLOGLQJ�(��WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�UDQJHV�IURP���WR�����
���PP�
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