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Introduction
Vivian Davies
At the time of  writing (mid-September 2002), the 10th Inter-
national Conference for Nubian Studies has just finished,
generously hosted by colleagues in the Università di Roma
“La Sapienza”. The large number of  papers delivered shows
how rapidly the subject of  Middle Nile studies is growing,
with significant advances in knowledge achieved since the
last conference held in Boston four years ago, an encourag-
ing state of  affairs, to which the content of  this present vol-
ume bears further witness. There was, however, one hugely
important issue which overshadowed the event: the looming
crisis of  the new dam at the Fourth Cataract.

As reported by the Sudanese delegation, preparatory work
for the dam has now begun and actual building will start in
two years. It is expected to take a further seven years to com-
plete. In an unwelcome echo of  the Aswan High Dam
scheme, the reservoir created will flood over 170km of  the
Nile Valley between the Fourth Cataract and Abu Hamed,
enveloping, as we now know from preliminary surveys, thou-
sands of  archaeological sites - artefact scatters, settlements,
cemeteries and rock-drawings dating from the Palaeolithic
to the Islamic Periods. Very little is known about these sites;
for the most part only that they exist. Our Sudanese col-
leagues are urgently appealing for assistance, so that as much
as possible of  the record may be investigated and documented
before the area is lost to knowledge for ever. In response,
SARS is this winter launching a campaign of  rescue excava-
tion in a region which we recently surveyed (see Sudan &
Nubia 4 [2000], 51-7), but an extensive international effort
will be required if  any serious impact is to be made. Our
next international colloquium, to be held at the British Mu-
seum on 8 May 2003, will focus on the dam emergency. All
colleagues with an interest in helping are invited to attend.

.
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Survey at Chephren’s Quarry,
Gebel el-Asr, Lower Nubia:
2002
Per Storemyr, Elizabeth Bloxam, Tom Heldal and
Abdou Salem

Introduction

Chephren’s Quarry defines quarry workings that cover an
area of  approximately 50km² south of  Wadi Tushka, 65km
northwest of  Abu Simbel (Figure 1). A geological investiga-
tion of  the quarry was undertaken under the aegis of  the
Egyptian Geological Survey and Mining Authority (EGSMA)
in June 2002 by geologists Per Storemyr, Tom Heldal and
Abdou Salem and archaeologist Elizabeth Bloxam. The
objectives were to study the gneiss deposits and survey (by
GPS) the extent of  the ancient quarries (Figure 2). This
paper gives a brief  summary of  the survey and also high-
lights the acute current threat to the site by the Tushka land
reclamation project.

Historical significance

Chephren’s Quarry is the only known source in Egypt of
the highly characteristic bluish gneisses used for elite funerary
objects, particularly during the Old Kingdom. The stone has
been classified as ‘anorthosite gneiss’, ‘diorite gneiss’ and
‘gabbro gneiss’ (we will use anorthosite gneiss in this article)
and has an appearance ranging from light grey with dark
speckled areas to dark and light banded. The main minerals
are light grey to bluish white plagioclase and black horn-
blende. The banded variety was used for the famous 4th

Dynasty Khafra life-sized statues (Harrell and Brown 1994,
53), and thus represents one of  the oldest uses of  stone for
statues worldwide. The most intensive period of  exploita-
tion occurred during the late 2nd Dynasty into the early 4th

Dynasty for stone vessel manufacture, as exemplified by the
huge quantities of  anorthosite gneiss vessels found in 2nd

Dynasty King Khasekemwy’s tomb at Abydos and 3rd

Dynasty Djoser’s Step Pyramid at Saqqara. However, its his-
tory of  exploitation goes back to the Late Neolithic as
revealed from recent excavations of  a Middle to Late
Neolithic burial site by Schild and Wendorf  (2001, 16-17) at
Gebel Ramlah, 25km northwest of  Gebel Nabta, where a
cup made from the stone was found amongst an assemblage
of  rich grave goods.Figure 1. Map of  Egypt.

Figure 2. GPS-based map of  Chephren’s Quarry, surveyed in 2002.
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Figure 4. Features of  the Tushka Project and location of Chephren’s Quarry.
Map compiled from observations and various internet sources.

Postscript

A recently received communication from the SCA informed
us that action will be taken to protect part of  Chephren’s
Quarry. A visit was made to the site by the SCA in August
and after consultation with the contractors of  the Tushka
Project it was agreed to protect 25 feddans of  the site from
the Canal 3 development. However, emergency survey and
excavation are still planned to take place in early 2003 to
document those areas of the site that do not fall within the
area being designated as a protected archaeological site.
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Plate XII. Gebel el-Asr. One of the few anorthosite gneiss boulders left in the quarry area.

Plate XIII. Gebel el-Asr. Typical ancient work area in Pounder Quarry.
Note the excavations of Canal 4 of  the Tushka project in the background.
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Plate XIV. Gebel el-
Asr. Typical waste dump,

Khufu Stele Quarry.

Plate XV. Gebel el-Asr.
Typical quarry layout at
Pounder Quarry. The
excavations of  Canal 4 of
the Tushka project are visible
in the background.

Plate XVI. Gebel el-Asr.
Trimmed blocks ready for
transport, Chisel Quarry.




